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PREFACE 


The present report gives out the results of a small scale excavation at Prahladpur 
conducted by the authors during March-April, 1963 on behalf of the Department of 
Ancient Indian History, Culture and Archaeology of the Banaras Hindu University. It has 
been divided into two parts. The first part consists of the field work done at the site. 
hes, excavation, stratification, chronology and a few 
scrapings made near our main cuttings in order to find out as much detail about the site 
as was possible within a short period of about two months and within a limited fund of 
about Rs. 1,500/- at our disposal. The excavation started on 24th February, 1963 and 
it was closed by 15th April, 1963. Besides conducting the excavations at the site, the 
regions in and around Prahladpur were also explored on non-field days. As a result, 
containing the deposits of the pre-N.B.P. and N.B.P. 


It gives in detail an account of the trenc 


some new sites like Rakhat etc., 
Ware periods were brought to light. 
The second part is largely devoted to the study of the large number of antiquities 
found at the site. The classification and sub-classification of the antiquities have been in- 
tentionally made in order to give an idea of the varied range found at the site. Leaving 
1 India, such an attempt of classifying the antiquities into various 


some sites in the Centra 
on the antiquities of the Ganga Valley. This 


types and sub-types has not yet been made 
has naturally resulted in half-tone plates, figures and line drawings being proportionally 
larger in number. 

Like the Painted Grey Ware of the Upper Ganga Valley, the black slipped 
ware in the pre-N. B. P. deposits appears to be the most crucial pottery of the Middle 
and the Lower Ganga Valley. This ware was found in abundance and it continues right 
from the Early, Middle and the  Late-phases of occupation at the site. We 
have, therefore, described it in detail. Its main diagnostic traits and difference with the 
N. B. P. Ware in fabric and typology have also been pointed out. Its painted specimens 
along with the numerous shapes illustrated are new for the sites of this region. Some of 
the shapes which can be compared very favourably in typology with the P. G. W. of 
Hastinapura have been brought to light. The black-and-red ware ( both plain and painted ) 
found associated with this ware, mostly in the earlier levels, has been illustrated in detail. 
In the description of the sherds, an attempt has been made to give suitable names to the 
various types of bowls, dishes, vases and basins on the basis of their typology e.g. straight 
sided bowls, carinated, sub-ovaloid and hemispherical bowls etc. Wherever possible a 
typological comparison with other sites has also been made. 


This part also includes the other characteristic antiquities of the site. The bone 
points, terracotta discs and terracotta cones, in view of their greater frequency, have 
| been studied in greater detail and a suitable name to each of the types and 
sub-types has been suggested for the first time. Their probable use, chronological 
concentration and an up-to-date information of other sites where these antiquities have 
been reported are given along with their description. In the end, the summary of the 
results and the corelation of the Sub-period I A. i.e. pre-N. B. P. deposits from the so 
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called Painted Grey Ware levels of other sites have been de D ad M E 
bringing together for the first time the salient features of the pre-N. B. t. dep ously 


called as Painted Grey Ware deposit or pre or proto N.B.P. or "NDA ware deposit) 
(from all the sites so far excavated both within the Ganga Valley or outside 1t. 

We shall fail in our duty if we donot express ow Cael toa lates number 

of persons who helped us considerably in the excavations and in the E M of this 

Sri B. P. Singh formerely a student and now Demonstrator s ottery in the 

E o : to Sri Lalta Misra, Draftsman, Sri B. D. Madhur, 

Surveyor, all of the department, for the various 

All the photographs were taken by our depart- 


department for supervising the cuttings; 

Artist-Draftsman and Sri Jairam Singh, 
i ions i report. 

figures, drawings and sections in the rep 


otographer Sri O. P. Khaneja. In the study of terracotta figurines and coins, we 
o 


DW harat Kala Bhawan and 


have taken the help of Sri Surendra Kumar Srivastava, Lecturer, 
Sri J. P. Singh, Lecturer of the department respectively. In the study of stone implements, 
we have derived great help from Sri P.C. Pant and Dr. Nisar Ahmad, Lecturers 
of our department. Thanks are also due to Dr. K. A. Chowdhary, Head of the Department 
of Botany, Aligarh Muslim University for expeditiously ideniifying the cereals from our ex- 
cavations; to Sri D. P. Agrawal of the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Bombay, for 
accepting and examining the samples for radio carbon dating; to Sri H. C. Bhardwaj, 
Lecturer, archaeological chemistry, for cleaning the Iron and Copper objects in 
the departmentallaboratory; to Dr. Vidya Prakash, Reader in the department, for his 
constant encouragement and suggestions by visiting the site of excavation several times 
and to Dr. K. K. Sinha, Reader in the department, forgoing through the early portion 
of Part I typed manuscript. 


Our original intention was to publish the reportas early as possible after the 
excavation at the site was over and thus we planned accordingly. The first part of this 
report was, therefore, completed at the site itself. But the second part, except for the note 
on the cereals and the radio carbon samples, took about three months after the excavations 
at the site was over. But partly due to some unforeseen circumstances and partly 
due to the fact that the first author was out to United States of America and 
other countries for a fairly long time, it could not be published earlier. Thus our intention 
did not materialise and we regret very much for this delay in its publication. We are 
now thankful to M/s. Eureka Printing Works Private Ltd., Varanasi for printing this 
report. We are also thankful to M/s. ¿Annapurna Block Works, Varanasi for making the 
blocks. There might have been some inconsistency in the overall writing of this report 
and inspite of all endeavours, a few errors might have crept in. Since this is the first 
monograph, giving an account of the excavations conducted by the department, we 


hope, we are justified in craving the indulgence cf our readers for any such minor 
mistakes which might have escaped our notice. 


Banaras Hindu University 
25th November, 1968 


A. K. Narain 
T. N. Roy 
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The site : 


Prahladpur, ( 83° 27' 30" E 25° 26’ 30"N ) is a small village in Chandauli Tehsil of 
Varanasi District in Uttar Pradesh (fig. 1). It is situated at the right bank of Ganga, 
about 11-2 kilometres south-east of Dhanapur police station. There is a regular bus service 
from Varanasi to Dhanapur a distance of about 70°4 kilometres. The. 11:2 kilometres stretch 
from Dhanapur to Prahladpur mound has to be covered either by jeep, or bullock-cart or on 
foot, During the monsoon months, the access becomes difficult. Thesite was the scene of a 
small-scale excavation conducted by the authors in March, 1963 on behalf of the Department 
of Ancient Indian History, Culture & Archaeology of the Banaras Hindu University. 


The ancient site measures approximately 1,387 metres east-west to west-north and 415 
metres north-east to south-west. This longitudinal extension of the mounds, more in alignment 
along the river than against, is, however, significant as most of the ancient sites like Hastina- 
pura, Rajghat and Pataliputra were also found to have been occupying a similar position in 
relation to the river. It is likely that once the habitation also extended beyond these limits, 
the signs of which can be noted as far asa deep mullah joining the Ganga on the north- 
western limit towards the Kawalpur village. On the south-western side the signs of these 
sporadic habitations are also found upto about an artificial depression joining the two nullahs. 
It is probable that in ancient times these settlements, though tiny and sporadic, formed one 
continuous unit and stretched as far as about 2:21 kilometres from south-east to north-west, 
and about 630 metres from north-east to south-west. The main habitation, as seen today, is, 
however, confined to two blocks of mounds separated by a deep nullah measuring about 30 
metres wide at the point where it joins the Ganga. The north-western block, which is 
comparatively larger, measures 815 metres west-north to east-south and 415 metres north-east 
to south-west, which we have named here as Mound 1. The south-eastern block measuring 


approximately 518 metres east-south to west-north and 262 metres north-east to south-west 
is smaller and is named as Mound 2 ( fig. 2 ). 


Mound 1 is popularly known as the ‘Kot? of Prahladpur and is indeed rich in 
the antiquities of the early period in the region ( pl. I). Except for a very small portion 
towards the Ganga, where the mound rises to a height of about 8.84 metres from the- 
present ground level (pl. IL), the deposits on the north-west, south-west and south-east 
sides are comparatively very thin due to constant erosion, cultivation and other human 
activities, which are still being carried out on the well graded slopes of the mound. 
The highest contour on the top of the mound is 65.57 metres while on the slopes at 
the present ground level it is 56.73 metres (fig.3). Thisis thereason, why we could not 
get any regular occupational deposits in these places. The objects collected from these places 
were generally rolled, washed and heaped up fragments of red ware and the various varieties 
of the Northern Black Polished Ware, brought down from the top of the mound, due to 
constant action of rain water and human agencies. The north-eastern face overlooking the 
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Ganga though badly disturbed represents almost a vertical sequen rising 2 ip dy about 
20.43 metres from the present water level ( pl. III). It £ here, over the natur. Wes 
that the habitational deposit strewn with various materials like pot-sherds, beads cme angles 
etc. were clearly visible all long the bank of the river, even during surface exploration: The 
ancient settlement rested on this high cliffon the right bank of the Ganga, gaich is also 
responsible for removing a part of the mound and exposing the remains of a few ring-wells 
onits bank, which shows that the habitation extended more towards the north-eastern side, 
It is quite likely that the river at one time was about 10 metres away towards the north- 


eastern side from its present bank. 


The mound is bounded on the north-western and north-eastern extreme along the 
river by Prahladpur and Gureni ghats respectively. A nullah, probably an ancient moat, 
surrounds the mound on its south-eastern, southern and western sides and finally joins the 
Ganga just on the Gureni ghat. On the western slope exists the present Prahladpur village 
and in close proximity of this village towards the south-western slope of the mound, on a 
high terrace, stands a temple of Siva, built quite recently. 


On the opposite side of the depression lies Mound 2, which is badly disturbed by 
the present habitation of Gureni village on the top of it. To the east of this mound towards 
the river stands a temple dedicated to Vishnu and Narasimha avatar. The temple, though 
very recent, stands on the top of the mound and dominates the scene. According to popular 
belief it was built in order to commemorate the memory of Prahlad, who was Saved by God 
Narasimha from the clutches of his cruel father Hiranyakasyapa. Large number ofsherds 
were collected from the DOrth-eastern section exposed due to action of river: water. 
On the south-eastern extreme of the mound, remains ofseveral ring-wells were noted during 
surface exploration. 


Discovery of the site : 


It was during the late 17th century that the site became known by the discovery of 
a sandstone monolithic pillar! in the locality. A reference to this effect had been made by 
Führer, who mentioned the name of site as Pallatpur?. The Place did not attract any further 
notice till 1957, when a visit by A. K. Narain and F. R. Allchin confirmed its importance as 
| a site definitely belonging to Early Historic Period with the possibility of going back to even 
| proto-historic. This was followed by other visits, first by S. P, Lal,a student of the Depart- 
i H s H 4 
James Thomson and was erected in May, 1854 at the Old Queen’s College premises, Oe a 


: Oldham regarded i à 
column to the Latiya /ita near Ghazipur, of the Gupta period. garded it as a sister 


2. Führer, The Monumental A niiquities and I: nscriplions, p. 234, 
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Plate IV 
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fi View of the monolithic pillar, brought from Prahladpur and now erected 


at Varanasi, Sanskrit University, Varanasi 
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Objective of the Excavation 


ment, and then by some of our colleagues. These visits brought a store of black slipped 
ware and Northern Black Polished Ware and thus there was no doubt as regards to the 
potentiality of the site. 


Objective of the excavation : 


Simultaneously with the exploration of Prahladpur mound, a village-to-village survey 
of the eastern districts of the Uttar-Pradesh, conducted by the Department of Ancient Indian 
History, Culture and Archaeology of the Banaras Hindu University, brought to light many 
other ancient sites where the black slipped ware occurred profusely along with the N. B. P. 
Ware, as at Prahladpur. A few microliths were also reported from some of those sites 
including Prahladpur. On the other hand, the Painted Grey Ware, which was found 
associated with the black slipped ware at Hastinapura, was totally absent in this region. At 
Hastinapura, this black slipped ware was reported from the earliest layers of the 
P. G, Ware levels and was, therefore, definitely contemporary, if not earlier than, the P. G. 
Ware, dated from 1100 B. C. to 800 B. C. Its association with the N. B. P. Ware on the 
one hand and often with microliths on the sites of this region on the other, was, therefore, 
enigmatic. Hence it was decided that the site of Prahladpur bearing probably a single 
period deposit ( as revealed from the exposed sections ), containing both black slipped ware 
and the N. B. P. Ware in profusion, might give some clue to the stratigraphical context of 
the black slipped ware so common on the sites of this region. At the same time we were 
also anxious in finding out its relationship with the cultural periods represented by P. G. 
Ware and the N. B. P. Ware. 


The trench and its layout : 


As Mound 1 was the least disturbed, and a portion of it, measuring approximately 
70 metres south-east to north-west and 55 metres south-west to north-east, more or less 
remained intact even after its final abandonment, it was thought proper to lay a trench over 
it,so thatit may serve as an index. Accordingly, a long trench measuring 70 metres 
x 4.7 metres in its entirety waslaid outin sucha way so that it may pass through the 
highest contour and cover almost the whole of the deposit over the intact portion of the 
mound, including even the slope ends. The alignment ofthe trench was intentionally kept 
from south-east to north-west ( starting from pegs O-O^' on the south-east side and ending 
with pegs XXXV-XXXV ' on the north-west end ) i.e. along the river than against it, so 
that it could be extended both ways, if desired later on. It was called as PLP-1. 


Cuttings and their stratification : 


Keeping in view that it was a small exploratory dig and the funds and time at our 
disposal were limited, a very small cutting of 3.7 metres by 3 metres was made at the highest 


bs 
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he idea of the stratification from top to bottom. 


I his smal enc. w V I I-V I if to IX-I X was named as A. In orde to 
H : P ] ; 
i l tr h lying in bet een pegs , $ ; S 

cross check the evidence and to avoid the task of digging aga n fr om the top; two similar 

cuttings B and C were also i Oo d in between pegs O-O 
i al made on either slope ends of the moun i to 
-II nd XXX II-XXXIII to XXX -XXX respecti el ( 1g ) Cu ng A pr sented 

TI II a 4 I V V M y f . 4 tti e 


site and was thus the 
scone section LIEU saa um AM ES de us th of 6.20 metres from 
most useful. It was dug till the natural soil was struck a P MEN 

d. Leaving the top debris of 2.99 metres, the total occup pos 

OURS teed E 9] metres. Although divisible into three phases it 
represented from layers 2 to 6 was 3. i * aee e iie oD metre 
denoted one integralculture. After removing the top p OG rerea EROR 
or less,the talus ( pl. V ) ofthe mound was exposed in all the sections o : 
broadly similar, this whole deposit, on the basis o 
composition, was divided into thirteen sub-layers named from to Jus Vise 
1D, IE, 1F, 1G, 1H, II, 1], 1K and IL. Sub-layer 1 was humus. 1A lies just below the umus. 
It consists of loose light brown earth and was exposed only at the slope ends. 1B was slightly 
compact having sherds.1C contains a mixture of compact and loose brown earth mixed with 
small stone gravels. 1D was rather greyish brown with pot-sherds and less gravels. ms 
consists of compact reddish brown earth with a few pot-sherds. 1F differs from 1E in being 
loose and containing more gravels and pot-sherds. 1G was again loose greyish brown with 
less pot-sherds, gravels and ash, while 1H was loose whitish brown. 1I and 1J were similar 
with LE but contained less loose earth and pot-sherds. 1K was again similar to IH while 1L 
was loose brown with larger gravels pieces and round balls of earth, collected probably due 
to some water action. These sub-divisions were natural in the beginning in order to avoid 
any mixture of material from different strata but later on it was noticed that the whole 
deposit so cautiously demarcated was strewn with mixed materials containing a punch-marked 
coin, terracotta balls, discs, stoppers, lids, gamesmen, N. B. P. Ware, and lastly a modern 
coin denoting that it was unstratified. 


available point of the mound in order to get t 


f the slight difference in colour and 
p to bottom as 1, 1A, 1B, 1C, 


It was from layer 2, consisting of compact light brown yellowish earth with less of 
sherds and more of brickbats that we started getting the evidence ofa distinct stratified 
deposit. This layer was exposed at the depth of 2.91 metres from the top surface of the trench 
and was found running uniformly in all the four sections. In section looking east it was 
85 cms in thickness, while in other three sections its thickness was slightly less. Layer 3, 
slightly different in composition, was exposed at the depth of 3.14 metres. Its average thickness 
was 1.12 metres. It yielded a large number of the most lustrous pieces of the N. B. P. Ware. 
It was marked by the presence of a large number of animal holes. At a depth of 4.26 metres 
from the surface of the mound, was exposed layer 4, which, was similar in composition with 
layer 3. It yielded a large number of antiquities including beads, bone points, terracotta 
discs, balls, a punch-marked coin, besides the largest number of pot-sherds. Its thickness of 
90 cms was more or less constant in all the four sections of the cutting and it was from this 
layer that we started getting the N. B. P. Ware. This stratum with a punch-marked coin at 
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thetop and the N. B. P. Ware from its earliest level served as a datum line in fixing the 
chronology ofthe site. On the right hand side of the section looking east atthe depth of 
5.16 metres from the top surface, Dump A (fig. 5), almost with flat base, was exposed 
both in plan and in sections. On plan its width was about 51 cms from the cutting line. It 
was 1.21 metres in depth and about 90 cms broad at the base. A portion of its base also 
extended in section looking south. This filling was deposited right on the natural soil. It 
was against this that layers 5 and 6 were deposited. Its composition was similar to layers 5 
and 6 except that it had extensive patches of compact brownish yellow earth, charcoal, 
and ashy stuff, which was particularly rich in pottery dump and iron slags. It was from 
this earliest deposit that we collected charcoal for the purpose of radio carbon dating. 


Layers 5 and 6 were exposed at a depth of 5.16 and 5.89 metres respectively from 
the top surface of the cutting. Layer 5, consisting of compact dark brown and yellowish 
brown earth with more of sherds and less of bones, was richin the yield of the sherds of 
black-and-red-ware, black slipped ware, pottery discs and some waste chips of agate and 
chalcedony. No sherd of the N. B. P. Ware was noted from this stratum. The layer also 
yielded a single piece of a fluted core of chalcedony along with some other waste stone chips. 
Its average thickness, in the section looking east was 73 cms where it was found deposited 
against Dump A. Layer 6 which was 31 cms in thickness, was also deposited against this 
filling. It consists of yellow compact clay and has yielded mostly miniature pot-sherds of 
the same wares as that of layer 5, with the only difference, that the quantity of the black 
slipped ware and black-and-red ware were more in layer 6. The layer rested directly over 
the natural yellow loam exposed at the depth of 6.20 metres from the top surface of 
the cutting. 


In cutting B also, six occupational layers were exposed. Layer 6 lying over the 
natural yellow loam was similar in composition and content to layer 6 of cutting A. In it, 
two pockets possibly formed due to some water action were seen. Pocket A, cut into layer 6, 
was smaller and contained four patches of four distinct deposits. The top deposit was of 
brown loose earth with gravels. Below this was the gravel and then a layer of sand. The 
last and the lower-most deposit was of the yellow silt. Immediately below this, and lying at 
the depth of 280 cms below surface, were found a large number of human bones ( including a 
few charred) lying on the same level. A portion of a human lower jaw, a few isolated 
patches of ash, some pot-sherds of the black slipped ware, black-and-red ware and a full 
i carinated bowl of the black slipped ware were the other finds associated with it. It is not 
: unlikely, therefore, that they were placed intentionally and representa type of post-crema- 

tion burial, We collected bones from this burial for the purpose of determining radio 
carbon date of this level. Pocket B was also exposed partially in section and Partially on 
à plan in the section looking east. It also contained the same type of material but was slightly 
larger and was cut into natural soil. Layer 5 of this cutting was similar to layer 5 of 
cutting A. Layers 4 to 2, representing the deposit of the middle and late phases were also 
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similar in content and composition to layer 4 to 2 of cutting A. Layer 1 was unstratified 
and contains mixed material washed out from the slope of the mound. Cutting C was 
taken up to the depth of 2.43 metres when the natural soil containing the same yellow loam 
was struck. In all, three layers were exposed init. Layer 3 and 2 contained the deposit 
of the middle and the late phases while layer l was unstratified. Thus these two cuttings 
confirmed the observations already made in cutting A. Besides these trenches, a small 
spotting was also made at a distance of about 470 metres, south-west from these cuttings, 
Upto 1 metre from the top surface mixed and rolled potteries were found. But from 1 metre 
to 1.40 metres large number of orange coloured ware were found. The contour of the 
mound at this spot was lowest and hence the natural soil was struck only at the depth of 
1.40 metres. Since these potteries were located in between the natural soil and the unstrati- 
fied deposit, it was not possible to place them definitely in any stratigraphical context. 


The spotting and the structures : 


During our exploration on non-field days, we were able to locate a few isolated 
patches of ancient debris on the cut up terraces of a field under cultivation to the south-west 
of our index trench A, at a distance of about'301 kilometres from Mound 1. The spotting 
in this area revealed two structures. Structure 1, was an irregular mass of burnt brick, lying 
scattered over the natural soil at the depth of 24 cms from the surface. It appeared to 
represent the fallen debris of some near by structure. Structure 2 lying at a distance of 38 
metres east-west from Structure 1 was a burnt brick lined well dug into the natural soil and 
exposed at the depth of 42 cms below surface ( pl. VI). It was almost round, having a 
diameter of 160 cms. The maximum, average and minimum size of the bricks used in its 
construction was 36 X 25 X 10 cms, 221 X 22 X 9 cms, and 22;X16X9 cms respectively. 
But in the top two courses, wedge shaped bricks were used. Its cross-section revealed that 
the layer into which this well was cut as well as its sealing layer were completely disturbed. 
The continuous cultivation of the fields had caused considerable damage to its strati- 
graphy. Similar damage appears to have been caused to structure 1. It was, therefore, not 
possible to date these structures precisely and connect the same with any stratified deposit. 
But looking to the nature and size of their bricks, it is, however, definite that they represent 
the remains of some earlier habitation. 


Structure 3 was, however, interesting, As described earlier, a wide nul/ah separating 
the two blocks of mounds and surrounding Mound 1 on its south-eastern, southern and 
western side and finally joining the Ganga on either ends was puzzling us from the very 
beginning of our work. Was it a matter of strategic planning and served as an ancient moat 
encircling the habitation from three sides ( the one side, however, was found surrounded 
by Ganga itself ) ? This can actually be checked, if we could take its cross-section. In order 
to locate a suitable spot for taking a cross-section, we started exploring the nullah from one 
side and to our surprise one day we were able to locate some bricks peeping from a section 
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PLP : Cutting A, showing a Talus deposit of 2:29 metres 
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of the nullha looking east at a distance of about 165 metres from the point where it joins 
the Ganga. Since the time and funds at our disposal were limited, we dropped the idea of 
taking a cross section and started scraping the exposed section. But in order to determine 
the nature and purpose of those projecting brick structures, we had to make a small cutting. 
The cutting revealed that this structure was a type ofa small clay bund or fortification 
made just at the right bank of the nullah at a point where it looks like attacking the habitation, 
in order to divert its course and also to prevent the scouring of water inside the habitation. 
It was directly built over the natural soil with a basal width of 6.70 metres. It has, however, 
three structural phases ( pl. VII). In the first phase, a brick revetment of seven, courses 
almost at the middle of the fortification, was laid over a very hard sticky clay, due to which 
its height was raised by 90 cms from the natural soil. During the second phase of its 
construction, its height was again raised by 1.23 metres. In the middle, it was rivetted with 
18 single courses of bricks while at either ends it was packed and well rammed with clay 
and brickbats. In the last phase, its height was further raised by 1.17 metres by adding 
compact clay alongwith some pieces of brickbats. Thus its vertical extant height was 3.30 
metres having steeper slope towards the outer course of the nu//a^. The maximum size of 
the bricks used in its construction was 45 X 29 X 7 cms. The average size was, however, 234 
X 15 X 5} cms. Its was not possible to date this structure precisely as the pot-sherds found 
in its core were too fragmentary to give any idea of their shape and fabric. 


Ring-wells : 


A cross-section. of the two ring-wells shows that they were dug into natural soil. 
They were exposed upto the depth of 1.75 cms from available top surface with a clear 
foundation pit of about 12 cms made for placing terracotta rings. In ring-welll, only two 
rings were exposed ( pl. VIII A), while in ring-well 2 only ten rings were found intact 
(pl. VIII B). The upper rings of both these ring-wells were already missing hence it was 
not possible to know their sealing layer and connect the same with any habitation. The two 
wells were situated at a distance of 1.52 metres apart. Their upper diameter was 75 cms 
and the approximate width of each ring excluding both the grooves at either ends was ]4 
cms. Thus the lower groove of the upper terracotta ring was found fitted in the upper groove 
ofthelowerring. Since both the ring-wells were similar in nature, itislikely that they 
were constructed at the same time. 


! The find of a single piece of fluted core of chalcedony in layer 5 of this cultural 
|! deposit along with some waste chips of stone on the surface was confusing. Whether this 
association was accidental ? If not, whether the use of stone at one or other stage was known 
to the earliest inhabitants of Prahladpur ? While our attention was primarily confined to 
digging, the adjoining regions were also explored on non-field days with the above aim. The 
search was not without avail, as it led to the discovery of two mounds at Rakhat, which lies 
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est of Prahladpur, near Sisaura village. The 
deposit of about two metres lies on the bank of 
urbed were noted on both the 


at a distance of about 6.4 kilometres south-w' 
one mound, which is extensive and en a E 
the river Aghar. The signs of habitation, thoug i ; i 
sides of E Aghar which flows from Mahesva tal and ends ES i DOM. 
kilometres away from the village Sisaura. On the surface of the mo PAR 
number of microliths, consisting of parallel sided flakes, fluted cores and M 3 ny ; 
agate and chalcedony ( pl. IX A). Associated with these were the pieces o e ck- 


and-red ware, plain grey ware, black slipped ware and the N.B. P. Ware. An eye bead 


of stone was another find. 


The other mound which isseparated by a distance of about. 201 kilometres not so 
extensive. From this mound several copper ornaments and a broken copper N was 
collected. The ornaments include ordinary bangles, a foot ring and a Kangan. (pl. IXB ). 


Signs of ancient habitation were also discovered at Baghari, Chilbil, Kushha, palpat 
pur, Dhansheera and Kawalpura, all lying in and around Prahladpur, in Chandauli Tehsil 
of Varanasi District ( fig. I). But they are not of much importance in the present context. 


Chronology : 


The site, as revealed from excavations, represents one culture occupation and the 
best evidence for the purpose of determining its chronology comes only from cutting A. Since 
there was no occupational deposit of several periods, the datable antiquities were limited. 
For dating this we had naturally to depend on the time limit of the N. B. P. Ware known 
from earlier excavations and the recent available radio-carbon dates ofthe sites bearing 
the N. B. P. Ware deposit. In dividing the early, middle and late phases of the occupation, 
recourse had to be taken on the composition of the strata and the technological development 
of the potter's industry as a whole with special reference to the frequency of the different 
varieties of the N. B. P. Ware, grey ware and red ware in different strata at the site. 


The total habitational deposit was 6.20 metres out of which 2.29 metres representing 
the talus, to be on the safer side, is not considered here for the purpose of determining the 
relative dating of the site. The rest of the well stratified deposit of 3.91 metres represented 
by strata 6 to 2 in cutting A, on the basis of the composition of the layers and the frequency 
and the fabric of the black slipped ware, N. B. P. Ware and other wares can be tentatively 
divided into the Early, Middle and Late phases. If we look to the section carefully ( fig. 5), 
the Early phase having a deposit of 1.04 metres and represented in the section by strata 
Gand 5 rested directly on the virgin soil. It is different in composition from the succeeding 
Middle phase having a deposit of 2.02 metres and represented in the section by layers 4 
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and 3 The Late or the decadent phase of this culture having a deposit of 85 cms was 
represented in the section by layer 2. Layers 6 and 5 were of compact yellowish brown 
and brownish yellow earth having black slipped ware, black-and-red ware ( both plain and 
painted ), plain grey ware and coarse red ware in profusion. Not a single sherd of the 
N. B. P. Ware, was recorded from these two strata. It was only from layer 4 that we start 
getting the N. B. P. Ware, slipped red ware and slipped grey ware. Painted N. B. P. Ware 
also started appearing from this stratum. This all continued upto layer 3 in profusion. From 
layer 2, we find that the industry started degenerating and the coarser varieties of the N. B. P. 
Ware and grey ware started appearing. Black slipped ware which was found in abundance 
in layer 6 and 5 was improved both in technique and typology and replaced by the majority 
of the sherds of the N. B. P. Ware in layer 4. Similarly, plain grey ware was also improved 
and replaced by the majority of the slipped grey ware, better in quality, having glossy slip 
over them. Painted N. B. P. Ware also came into use. Layers 4 and 3 actually represent 
a stage when the potters, after certain amount of experimentation, were able to produce the 
best quality of the N. B. P. Ware not only in black shade but also in several other colours. 
Stratum 2, however, represents the Late or the declining stage of the potter's industry 
when the majority of the sherds were only ofthe cruder varieties. The black slipped ware 
and the black-and-red ware totally disappeared in layer 2. The N. B. P. Ware and glossy 
grey ware, the characteristic varieties of the Middle phase, however, continued but their 
percentage of occurrence was very low. 


The beginning of the N. B. P. Ware at the well known sites of Hastinapura, 
( Period IIT), Rajghat ( Period IB), Kausambi ( Period III ) has been stratigraphically 
ascribed to early sixth century B. C. The lower and the upper limit of the radio-carbon 
dates from the N. B. P. Ware levels of Ahichchhatra, Atranjikhera, Kausambi, Rajghat, 
Rupar, Rajgir, Besnagar, Hastinapura and Hetimpur falls apppoximately within circa 
500 B. C. to 50 B. C. We would, therefore, assign the beginning of the N. B. P. Ware i.e. 
the formation of layer 4 at the site to about 500 B. C. This evidence is also corroborated 
by a single piece of the early punchmarked coin found at the top of layer 4 (i. e. about 90 cms 
higher from the deposit where we start getting N. B. P. Ware), which according to the 
numismatic evidence might have been in use by circa 400 B. C. Now taking 500 B. C. as the 
datum line for the formation of layer 4 at the site, let us calculate the thickness of the strata 
and the time involved in their deposit on both the sides of this scale. The individual average 
thickness of the strata 6, 5, 4, 3 and 2 are 31 cms, 73 cms, 90 cms, 112 cms and 85 cms 
respectively. The total deposit of the Early, Middle and the Late phases will, therefore, be 
104 cms, 202 cms and 85 cms respectively. How much time these deposits must have taken to 
form isa matter of guess. Taking 50 years as the probable time for a regular habitational 
deposit of thirty centimetres at the site, we can reasonably estimate the span ofthe Early 
phase to round about 673 B. C. to 500 B. C., the Middle phase to round about 500 B. C. to 
163 B. C. and the Late to about 163 B. C. to 21 B. C. But taking into account the margin 
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Pottery 


The whole bulk of pottery from the well stratified deposit of 3.91 metres comprises 
mainly of the following types of wares. 


* The black-and-red ware ( both plain and painted ). 
The black slipped ware ( both plain and painted ). 
The Northern Black Polished ware. 

Grey ware ( plain, slipped and coarse ). 

Red ware ( plain, slipped and coarse ). 
Red-and-black ware. 
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Decorated vessels were a few, but they show wide range of devices followed in the 
decoration. Large number of fragments of the miniature vessels from almost all these wares 
show that their production was also popular. The characteristic feature of each Sub-period 
with particular reference to the type of the ware predominant in it are given below. 


The pottery of Early phase ( Sub-period IA ) 


The layers assigned to this phase have yielded the black slipped ware ( both plain and 
painted ), black-and-red ware ( both plain and painted ), plain grey ware of the same fabric 
as that of the Painted Grey Ware but without any paintings, coarse red ware and slipped 
red ware. Among the percentage figures of the occurrence of these wares, the most abundant 
was the black slipped ware. The other in the diminishing order according to our statistics 
were the coarse red ware, black-and-red ware, red slipped ware and plain grey ware. 
The painted sherds of the black slipped ware and the black-and-red-ware were only a few. 
Not a single sherd of the Northern Black Polished Ware was recorded from this phase. 
The characteristic feature of each ware is given below. 


Black slipped ware 


This type probably represents the first or the initial stage in the technological 
development of the black ware industry at the site. Stratigraphically too, majority of these 
sherds were earliest, although they continued to occur also in the Middle and the Late 
phases of occupation at the site but in the diminishing order. The characteristic feature of 
this ware is that they are invariably treated with a very smooth black slip both inside and 
outside. In contrast to the Northern Black Polished Ware, they are comparatively thick 
having medium to coarse texture, core usually black but also in some cases greyish-black, 
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dark black slip ( pl. X, T. 3A ). 


Another distinguishing feature of these sherds is the variety of shapes, so far not 
reported from any other site. It yielded principally the bowls and dishes. Among the 
bowls, the shapes available are the straight sided ( Type 1 ), carinated ( Type 2 ), sub-ovaloid 
( Type 3); hemispherical (Type 4 ), convex sided ( Type 5), round sided ( Type 6 ), 
corrugated ( Type 7), and stems with only bases ( Type 8). The dishes ge carinated 
( Type 1), sub-ovaloid ( Type 2), and convex sided ( Type 3 ). The. vase is represented 
by only one specimen having almost a globular body and a beaded rim ( Type 1 ). 


Coarse red ware 


This type was second in abundance possibly due to the fact that the ware being 
coarse, involved less labour and coston the production. The pots being rough and large 
sized, were also easily breakable into many fragments and must have been discarded without 


any hesitation after one use. 


All the sherds in this group are rough, thick to sturdy and made of extremely coarse 
clay having large quantity of rough organic material including sand and husk used as binding 
materials. The core especially in large vessels is blackish but in other cases it is red. The 
firing being imperfect, ina few cases, we get a blackish middle zone in between the two 
orange zones on either sides. The use of small stones in the core was a common practice 
in this ware. Most of the sherds, seems to have been made on the slow wheel as the striation 
marks are not so close but specimens of large sized vessels were hand-made. In some cases, 
they were fired in an inverted position, possibly at a very low temperature, resulting in 
the inner surface being black and the outer one red. Inspite of all this roughness, some 
division could also be made in this group on the basis of the surface treatment and 


decoration. 


(a) Sherds bearing a bright red or chocolate red slip both externally and internally 
but sometimes only externally. In most of the cases, the slip is not burnished and 
hence appears dull. 


(b) Sherds devoid of any slip or wash but ina few cases they are treated with only | 


wash. This forms the majority. 
(c) Some sherds are seen treated with thin black slip either externally or internally. 


(d) Some specimens are decorated with an applique ridge and cord pattern and 
applied finger-tip designs. 
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The common shapes in them are large storage jars, concave necked vessels, basins, 


kundas (?), bowls or cups with a short stand base and footed base fragments with 
perforations, 


Black-and-red ware 


This ware was much less in quantity than the preceding wares. But its importance 
lies in the fact that its percentage of occurrence was largest in layer 6, ( the earliest occupa- 
tional layer ) in proportion with the later layers but always much less in quantity, than the 
black slipped ware. Does it mean that the ware claims a greater antiquity than the black 
slipped ware ? Whatever, it may be, this much is sure that the technique of inverted 
firing envolved in the production of this group was known beyond doubt to the persons who 
made black slipped ware. But its exact relation with the black slipped ware, the earliest 
pottery of the site, will become clear only when more evidences will be forthcoming. 


The clay used in the production of this ware is definitely poor in texture than the 
black slipped ware. The use of husk and sand is prominent in the clay. The firing in most 
of the cases is not perfect with the result the core in some specimens show two zones of 
black and red. But in majority of cases the core is highly porous, thick, gritty and looks dull 
greyish black. Most of the sherds are wheel made. That the pots were kept upside down 
in the kiln is evident from the fact that the inner side and the top of the rim was black in all 
the cases due to reducing conditions, while the remaining portion which remained exposed 
to oxygen became red. On the basis of the surface treatment, we can classify them into 
the following : 


(a) In this fabric, we can place those sherds which were slipped and highly burnished. 
The inner and outer surface of the rim and the neck were treated with a black 
slip, while the remaining was treated with a red slip. 


(b) In this case, both the surfaces were treated with a slip but the pots were not 
burnished, with the result that their appearance is always dull. 


(c) Both the surfaces in this class were devoid of any slip or a wash. 


(d) In some cases, the pots were seen painted in well marked groups of oblique 
strokes on the inner side while in one case it was painted with black haphazard 
strokes over the dull brownish black inner surface. 


The ware exhibits limited range of shapes. The common shapes are the hemispherical 
bowls, shallow platters, dishes and globular vessels. No large sized vessels like storage jars 
etc. were found which indicate probably that the ware was sparingly shaped. 
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Red slipped ware 
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conditions and thus turned red. 


All the shapes found among the black slipped ware are also common in this group 


and hence need not be repeated. 


Plain grey ware 


The yield of this ware was extremely rare. They were uniformely grey or dark 
grey appearance, made of well levigated clay and were fashioned on a fast wheel which 
is clear by the close wheel marks noticed on them. In fabric, they are similar to the 
Painted Grey Ware except that they are devoid of any paintings. 


The popular shape in this group are convex sided dishes. 


The pottery of the Middle phase ( Sub-period IB) : 


The development of the potter's industry received greater attention during this 
Sub-period. Not only the clay and raw materials were refined but in firing too fairly 
high standard was achieved. The use of potter's wheel was visible in all the wares. The 
process of the application of the surface treatment was at it climax and was a subject of 


greater variation than any other feature. In the preceding Sub-period, the use of the | 


surface treatment was mainly to cover the coarse gritty surface of the wares but in this Sub- 
period, it was alsoused to make the wares decorative. The aesthetic taste of the potter’s, 
therefore, came into practice only in this phase. After certain amount of experimentation 
which was naturally essential inthe initial stage, they were able to produce that type of 
slip which suited well with the clay body. The result was that most of the sherds from 
these levels were devoid of any kind of defects. The beautiful pieces of the so-called Northern 
Black Polished Ware owe its origin to this phase, in which the happy craftsman has put in 
his hand, heart and mind. These pieces give joy to the excavator even now as probably 


they did to the lucky creator in the past. The process of producing vessels in many other | 


colours in addition to the black which was the only colour known in the Early phase, also 
came into practice only in this Sub-period. In addition to this, the technique of producing 
two types of colours, always constrasting in nature, on one vessel also came into vogue in this 
phase. Itis not unreasonable, therefore, to call this Sub-period as the ‘Golden Age’ for 
the slip decorative technique in the ceramic traditions of Ancient India. 
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The credentials set forth for each ware as compared from Sub-period IA are 
given below : 


Black slipped ware 


The black slipped ware, which was the most characteristic ware of the preceding 
Sub-period, occured comparatively less in frequency. The painted sherds, however, totally 
disappeared. "There was no change in the typology of the vessels except that the shapes 
like straight sided, carinated and sub-ovaloid ( Types 1, 2 and 3 ) became less popular. 


Northern Black Polished ware 


This may be regarded as the quality culmination of the black slipped ware. It 
appears that the potters after certain amount of experiment and practice ( which they 
have already performed in the production of the black slipped ware ), were now able to 
produce that typical slip, which, when applied over the body clay and fired under reducing 
condition, was responsible for giving a lustre over the surface of the vessels. All the sherds, 
therefore, coming within the definition of the Northern Black Polished Ware, have a fine 
body fabric and generally thin in section. The core is blackish grey but also in some cases 
red. On the grey surface of the body is seen in majority of the cases, a steel blue or black 
lustrous slip. The colour of theslip, however, varies from black, brown, silvery, golden, 
chocolate and even pinkish red. As compared to the sherd of the black slipped ware, they 
are comparatively lighter but hard, stain proof, hygenic, highly lustrous and give a sharp 
note when struck. It is more difficult to scratch their surface with knife. 


Some of the sherds in this group show the combination of two colours. This 
technique marks a step forward in the potter's craft when on the grey surface of the ware, 
(instead of getting one colour as was found in the above described variety ) we find two 
types of the shades, always contrasting in nature. Unless some scientific analysis is done, 
it is very difficult to ascertain whether the two shades, which appear on such sherds were the 
result of some trick firing or some other technique. But it was definite that one colour 
always offered a background for the contrast of the other, which was purely decorative 
innature. The following combination of colours are usually seen in such specimens : 


(a) Dark steel blue and deep red. 
(b) Grey and light red. 

(c) Black and dark-brown. 

(d) Black and brown. 

(e) Black and pale-red. 

(f) Black and ash-grey. 


The common shapes met in the bowls of this ware are hemispherical, convex sided, 
corrugated, and flanged-corrugated. The first three shapes appear to have been copied 
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from the black slipped ware ( T-4, T.5 and T.7 ) while the remaining two, though new | 
additions, were also very popular. These two shapes may be regarded as the guide types of | 
this ware. In dishes, however, most of the shapes of the preceding black slipped ware 


continued. 


Coarse red ware and red slipped ware | 


All the varieties of the red ware were found. The frequency of the coarse red ware 
diminished considerably in these levels. ‘The red slipped ware, however, increased in 
number. Some of the new shapes, like flanged and flanged-corrugated bowls came into 
practice, "These shapes may be regarded as the hall-mark of this ware during this 


Sub-period. 


Black-and-red ware 


The number of the sherds of the black-and-red ware diminished and not a single 
painted specimen of the same was recorded from these levels. The typology remains almost 


the same. j 


Grey ware 


The production of the grey ware which was nominal in Sub-period IA, received more 
attention. They were found treated with grey or dark grey slip which was glossy in 
appearance. The core was blackish grey. Its coloured specimens also started appearing 
for the first time. The popular shapes in this ware are the hemispherical, flanged and convex 
sided bowls. z 


Red-and-black ware 


This ware was represented by only two sherds. Its outer surface is black and the inner 
face with the rim top is red. One of the fragments is dish while the Shape of the other could ' 


not be ascertained. With these fragments it is not Possible to draw any conclusion on the 
technique of manufacture and shape of this ware. : 


The decoration of the pots also received more attention. 
decoration which was very poor in execution improved with varied 
this mode, cut and ridge pattern of decorating a vessel, were also intr 


The applique mode of 
designs, In addition to 
oduced. 


The pottery of the Late phase ( Sub-period IC ): 


The pottery from these levels suffered declin 


e not only int R 2 
surface treatment and firing but also in typology. y in the quality of the clay, shaping, 


The individual frequency of all the wares 


5 
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considerably decreased and the shapes were strictly utilitarian. Looking to the over all 
nature of the wares in contrast to the preceding Sub-periods, it appears that the potters 
industry after its initial and climax stages died a natural death in this phase. The note- 
worthy points of this Sub-period are given below : 


1. The black slipped ware was found almost in negligible quantity while none of the 
sherds of the black-and-red-ware were reported from this level. 


2. The highly lustrous sherds of the Northern Black Polished Ware, along with its 
painted variety, considerably decreased in number. On the other hand, the coarser variety 
of the N.B.P. Ware was noticed in majority. 


3. The plain grey ware also deteriorated in quality and its place was taken by coarse 
grey ware. Looking to the frequency of the coarse grey ware, from these levels, it appears 
that this was the most popular ware in this Sub-period. 


4. The red ware, however, continued as usual with the only difference that the Shapes 


in this were strictly utilitarian. The red slipped ware of the preceding Sub-periods did not 
continue. 


5. The only decoration met in this level, was the raised concentric bands decorated 
on the innerside of the bowls and dishes of the coarse grey ware. 


6. In typology, the pear-shaped vases (Ahichchhatra 10 A), nail headed and lipped 
basins, featureless handis and karahis with the loop or lug handles are the characteristic 
shapes of this Sub-period. 


Sherds showing defects 


From the foregoing description, it appears that the ceramic industry at Prahladpur was 
highly developed, resulting in the production of many types of wares. But still there was an 
element of uncertainty in the production of perfect specimens. There may be many hands 
producing these wares for such a long period. This must have entailed lot of experimentation 
and the source of trouble was sometimes very hard to trace, The mistakes might have been 
made in producing the right type of the slip or in its application or firing or even in the 
clay itself. Therefore, it was quite natural to notice some defects like crazing, scaling, 
spitting and crawling. A few sherds illustrated in the photograph (pl. X) show these 
defects. Other minor defects of discolouration and running of too much slip were, 
however, not uncommon. 


1 Leaving the typical shapes of the Sub-peroid IC, which have been described in detail 
In other reports, the characteristic shapes illustrated below, are only from our Sub-periods 
IA and IB. 
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Black slipped ware ( figs. 6-9 ) 


Bowls 


TI. Straight-sided bowls 
They are medium sized bowls with almost straight sides and vertical sharpened 
rim-edges. 

IA. Fragment, diameter of the mouth or rim-edge 13.9 cms, sides almost straight, 
tapering and ending in a vertical sharpened rim-edge. It is carinated to a 
convex base. From a lower deposit of IA. Typologically similar to Hastinapura, 
Period II, Painted Grey Ware, T.12 (p.36) and T. 17 (p. 38) and fine 
grey ware, T XXXVI ( p. 50 ). 

IB. Fragment, diameter 11.4 cms, sides straight, uniform in thickness and marked 
bythe presence ofa bold mid-rib. It ends ina vertical internally sharpened 
rim-edge. From a lower deposit of IA. Typologically similar to Hastinapura, 
Period II, Painted Grey Ware, T. 10 ( p. 36 ). 


T2. Carinated bowls 


They are invariably broad mouthed, shallow in depth and have a prominent 
carination at the meeting point of the base and the sides. They are futher divisible into 
three sub-types : 

(a) Carinated bowls with more concave sides. The rim-edge is much more outside 

the carination. 


(b) Carinated bowls with less concave sides, resulting in the rim-edge falling much 
less outside the carination point. 


(c) Carinated bowls with almost straight sides, resulting in the rim-edge and the 
carination in almost the same line. 


(a) Carinated bowls with more concave sides 


2A. Fragment, diameter 20.] cms, sides concave and become thicker as they approach 
towards the mouth and finally end in a featureless rim-edge. Base is probably 
sagger. From a lower deposit of IA. Typologically similar to Hastinapura, 
P. G. W., T. 49, (p. 42) and polished black ware, T. XXXVII, ( p. 50 ) The | 
only difference lies in rim-edges which are slightly sharpened in case of |. 
Hastinapura specimens. In T. XXXVI of Hastinapura, the base is sagger and 
not convex as mentioned. 


2B. Fragment, diameter 19.3 cms, differs from above in having two prominent 
grooves on the external side just above the point of carination. The sides are 
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Fig. 6 BLACK SLIPPED WARE: Straight sided bowls (T1A and TIB ); Carinated 
bowls ( T2A to T2H ); Sub-ovaloid bowls ( T3A to T3K). (1/3). 
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also slightly more concave and: hence the rim-edge appears to be out turned. 
From a lower deposit of IA. 


2C. Fragment, diameter 17.6 cms, differs in having a slightly everted rim-edge. The 
sides areless concave and uniform in thickness. From an upper deposit of IA. 


(b) Carinated bowls with less concave sides 


2D. Fragment, diameter 19.1 cms, the less concave side becomes thinner as it 
approaches towards the rim-edge which is featureless. The diameter of the rim 
has been increased by internal beating. Ornamented on the external side with 
two incised deep horizontal lines. From an upper deposit of IA. 


2E. Fragment, diameter 15.1 cms, sides internally beaten and hence become slightly 
incurved. Three prominent grooves are seen on the external side just above the 
point of carination. From a lower deposit of IA. Typologically similar to 
Hastinapura, P. G. W., T. 50, ( p. 42 ), black-and-red ware, T. XXXIV, (p. 49), 
T. XXXVIIa, (p. 50). The only difference lies in the fact that the Hastinapura 
specimens have sharpened rim-edges. 


2F. Fragment, diameter 6.7 cms, a miniature specimen of 2E. From a lower deposit 
of IA. 


2G. Fragment, diameter 15,3 cms, differs from above in having a thickened featureless 
- rim-edge. From an upper deposit of IA. 


(c) Carinated bowls with almost straight sides 


2H. Fragment, diameter 12.6 cms, sides uniform in thickness and ornamented with 
two prominent grooves on the externalsides. From an upper deposit of IA. 


T3. Sub.ovaloid bowls 


Their mouth is narrow and the body slightly bulges, with the result, the sides always 
fall outside the rim-edges. On the basis of rim-edges, they are further divisible into the 
following sub-types : 


(a) Sub-ovaloid bowls with a rudimentary lip. 
(b). Sub-ovaloid bowls with a small lip. 


(c) Sub-ovaloid bowls with thickened and round rim-edge. 
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| (a) Sub-ovaloid bowls with a rudimentary lip 


diameter 14.8 cms, sides uniform in thickness and convex. Internal 


. Fragment ‘ 
le on of avery small rudimentary 


bevelling of the rim-edge has resulted in the formati 
lip. From an upper deposit of IA. 

3B. Fragment, diameter 17.6 cms, differs from above in having two groo 
externalside. From the earliest deposit of IB. 

differs from above in having four grooves, two 


ves on the 


8C. Fragment, diameter 15.6 cms, i ; 
externally and two internally. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


(b) Sub-ovaloid bowls with a small lip 


3D. Fragment, diameter 13 cms, rim-edge though featureless is slightly out turned. - 


From an upper deposit of IA. 

3E. Fragment, diameter 12.2 cms, rim-edge which is out turned and progressively 
sharpened, has resulted in the formation of a small lip. The sides are uniformly 
thickened. From the earliest deposit of IB. 

3F. Fragment, diameter 12.2 cms, differs from above in having a slightly out turned 
thickened rim-edge and a groove on the external side of the body. From an 
upper deposit of IA. 

3G. Fragment, diameter 15.9 cms, differs from 3E in only having a groove on the 
external side. From an upper deposit of IA. 


(c) Sub-ovaloid bowls with thickened and round rim-edge 


3H. Fragment, diameter 19.7 cms, sides uniform in thickness and bulges prominently, 
rim-edge round and having a very prominent wide groove. From an upper 
deposit of IA. ^ 


3I. Fragment, diameter 14.4 cms, differs from above in having less bulging sides 
and a rudimentary groove on the external side. The sides are also not uniform | 
in thickness, From an upper deposit of IA. 


3J. Fragment, diameter 13.7 cms, differs from above in having slightly everted 
rim-edge. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


3K. Fragment, diameter 12.3 cms, differs from 3I; in having more thickened sides and ü 
round rim-edge. From an upper deposit of IA. t 


T4. Hemispherical bowls 


They are generally hemispherical in shape. The sides invariably in these cases fall 
within rim-edge but in a few cases, itis in the same line. On the basis of the rim-edges 
they have been divided into the following sub-types : 


E 
E 
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Fig. 7 BLACK SLIPPED WARE : Hemispherical bowls ( T4A to T4 ); Convex 
sided bowls ( T5A toT5 J ). (1/3). 
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Fig, 8 BLACK SLIPPED WARE: Round sided bowl ( T6A ); Corrugated bowls 
( T7A and T7B ); Stem with base ? ( T 8 A ); Carinated dishes ( TIA to TID ); 
Sub-ovaloid dishes ( T2A to T2D ). ( 1/3). 
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(a) Hemispherical bowls with featureless rim-edge 


Fragment, diameter 18.5 cms, sides very roughly convex and uniform in thickness. 
From the earliest deposit of IB. 


Fragment, diameter 17.1 cms, differs from above in more thickened sides and 
slightly under beaten towards the rim-edge. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


Fragment, diameter 13.4 cms, sides roughly convex and ending in a featureless 
rim-edge. In the middle, two prominent grooves are seen on the external sides. 
From an upper deposit of IA. Typologically similar to Hastinapura, P. G. W., 
T.18, ( p. 38 ). 


(b) Hemispherical bowls with internally thickened rim-edge 


Fragment, diameter 18.1 cms, the rim-edge has become sharp due to internal 
bevelling. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


Fragment, diameter 13.8 cms, differs from above in being devoid ofslip. Itis 
marked by the presence of an external groove on the sides. From a lower 
deposit of IA. 


Fragment, diameter 12.5 cms, differs from above in having rough convex sides 
and more internally thickened and sharpened rim-edge. From an upper deposit 
of IA. Typologically similar to Hastinapura, P. G. W., T.22, ( p. 38 ). 


(c) Hemispherical bowls with slightly out turned rim-edge 


Fragment, diameter 16.1 cms, sides uniform in thickness. From the earliest 
deposit of IB. 


Fragment, diameter 15.3, differs from above in having a external groove on the 
Sides. From an upper deposit of IA. 


Fragment, diameter 15.2 cms, differs from above in having a more out turned 
rim-edge. From a mid-deposit of IB. 


T5. Convex sided bowls 


|| They 
their sides 


5A. 


are more or less hemispherical in shape. But their chief characteristic is that 
are convex and sometimes also curved, with the result, the diameter of the belly, 


in most of the cases, is more than the orfice. 


N 
Fragment, diameter 13.3 cms, sides convex. The base is flat. From an upper 


deposit of IA. Typologically similar to Hastinapura, P.G.W., T.25, ( p. 38 ). 
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5B. Fragment, diameter 11.6 cms, differs from above in having a Breeton the 


external side. From an upper deposit of IA. 


5C. Fragment, diameter 13.9 cms, differs from above in having more thinner sides, 
From a lower deposit of IA. 


5D. Fragment, diameter 14.11 cms, differs from 5A in having almost rounded sides 
and a flattish base, From an upper deposit of IA. Typologically similar to 


Hastinapura, P.G.W., T. 26, ( p. 38 ). 


5E. Fragment, diameter 18.6 cms, sides less convex and tapering towards the base, ; 
rim-edge is almost rounded. From an upper deposit of IA. 


5F. Fragment, diameter 14.9 cms, differs from above in having slightly less thinner 
sides. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


5G. Fragment, diameter 14.6 cms, differs from above in having two grooves on the 
external sides. From an upper deposit of IA. 


5H. Fragment, diameter 15.8 cms, uniformly thickened sides and internally 
bevelled rim-edge. On the external sides, a bold rib is seen. From the earliest 
deposit of IB. : 


5I. Fragment, diameter 23.1 cms, sides taper towards the rim-edge. Marked by 
the presence of a rib on the external sides. From an upper deposit of IA. 


5J. Fragment, diameter 14 cms, differs from 5E in having an external groove below 
the rim-edge. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


Té. Round sided bowls 


The rim-edges of these bowls are featureless and slightly incurved, but the sides are 
invariably round. 


6A. Fragment, diameter 5.8 cms, the sides are round and it is marked by the presence | 
of a bold mid-rib. From an upper deposit of IA. 
T7. Corrugated bowls 


These bowls have either a straight or slightly out turned rim and corrugated sides. 


7A. Fragment, diameter 15.1 cms, vertical thickened rim and the sides are probably | 


corrugated. From an upper deposit of IA. Typologically similar to Hastinapura, ` 
P. G. W., T. 46, ( p. 42). ER 


7B. Fragment, diameter 13.3 cms, differs from above in having a slightly out-turned 
and thinnerrim. From the earliest deposit of IB. 
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T8. Stem with base (?) 


8A. Fragment, probably of a footed bowl, base flattened and stem hollow, concave, 
uniformly thickened and rises steadily. From an upper deposit of IA. 


Dishes 
TI. Carinated dishes 


Their sides are almost straight but their chief characteristic is that they have gota 
carination at the meeting point of the sides and the base. 


IA. Fragment, diameter 27.9 cms, sides almost straight and uniform in thickness. 
The rim-edge is internally bevelled and grooved externally. From an upper 
deposit of IA. 


IB. Fragment, diameter 27.3 cms, differs from above in having a featureless rim-edge. 
From an upper deposit of IA. 


IC. Fragment, diameter 27.2 cms, differs from above in having shorter sides and a 
prominent sagger base. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


ID. Fragment, diameter 17.1 cms, the sides bulge at the carination point. From 
an upper deposit of IA. 


T2. Sub-ovaloid dishes 


Their mouth is narrow and the sides are oval in shape, resulting in the sides falling 
outside the rim-edge. 


2A. Fragment, diameter 28.8 cms, sides are oval and uniform in thickness. 
The rim is featureless and slightly pressed on the outside. From an upper 
deposit of IA. i 


2B. Fragment, diameter 26.2 cms, rimis more pressed on the external side, 
with the result, the rim-edge appears to be slightly out turned. A prominent 
groove on the external side is also seen. From an upper deposit of IA. 

2C. Fragment, diameter 24.5 cms, side are comparatively thinner. A prominent 
groove on the external as well as internal side has resulted in the formation 
of a round rim top. From a lower deposit of IA. 


2D. Fragment, diameter 22.4 cms., neither the sides nor the rim-edge has any 
feature. The most simple variety of this type. From an upper deposit of IA, 


T3. Convex sided dishes 


They are of two varieties. In the first case the sides are more convex end weakly 
Carinated either to a sagger or a convex base. In typology they are similar to Hastinapura, 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


te 
ae Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 
4 30 Excavations at Prahlad pur 
Period II, P.G.W., 1.39 and T. 42, (p.40). In another variety the sides are less convex 
and there in no carination at the meeting point of the base and the sides. 
3A. Fragment, diameter 26.7 cms, sides more convex, uniform in thickness and 
weakly carinated to a sagger base. From an upper deposit of IA. 


Fragment, diameter 25.9 cms, differs from above in having a slightly incurved 


3B. 
A rudimentary groove is also seen on the external side, 


sharpened rim-edge. 
From the earliest deposit of IB. 


3C. Fragment, diameter 26.7 cms, differs from 3A in having an external groove 
over therim. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


3D. Fragment, diameter 27.4 cms, differs from above in having two grooves on the 
external side. Unstratified. 


3E. Fragment, diameter 28.1 cms, sides are less convex and slightly taper towards 
the base. From a lower deposit of IA. 


3F. Fragment, diameter 23.8 cms, differs from above in having an uniform sides. 
From a lower deposit of IA, 


3G. Fragment, diameter 20.9 cms, differs from above in having much thickened . 
sides. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


Vases 
1A. Fragment, diameter 18.2 cms, externally beaded rim. The shoulder is corrugated 
externally. From surface, 4 
Northern Black Polished Ware ( fig. 9 ) 


Bowls 


In this ware, the straight sided, carinated and sub-ovaloid bowls (T 1,2 
3 of the black slipped ware ) were not found. The hemispherical and co Nen E 
very popular. 'The corrugated bowls were rare. The new shapes re mp 3 id M 
were that of flanged bowls and flanged-corrugated bowls, In order B. id a em a 
shapes, only the last two additional shapes are illustrated below : Sade ll 


T9. Flanged bowls m 
afk Fragment, onda 16.7 cms, featureless rim-edge and the flange below the rim 
Is not so prominent, The specimen most probably represent the initial stage in 1 


the manufacture of such type of bowls. From the earliest deposit of IB 
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9B. Fragment, diameter 11 cms, differs from above in having a prominent flange. 
From the earliest deposit of IB. 


9C. Fragment, diameter 10.3 cms, differs from above in having a more well defined 
rim and the flange. From the middle deposit of IB. 


j 9D. Fragment, diameter 9.7 cms, differs from above in having a very deep and 
bold flange in order to receive the lid. From the middle deposit of IB. 


TIO. Flanged corrugated bowls 


10A. Fragment, diameter 19.2 cms, out turned rim-edge. The corrugations are widely 
| spaced and not so prominent, From the earliest deposit of IB. 


10B. Fragment, diameter 15.7 cms, differs from above in having more defined but 
narrow corrugations. From the earliest deposit of IB, 


10C, Fragment, diameter 13.6 cms, differs from above in having still less wide 
| corrugations. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


10D. Fragment, diameter 11.6 cms, differs from above in having very narrow corruga- 
tions. From a mid deposit of IB. 
| Coarse Northern Black Polished Ware ( fig. 9 ) 


This ware was reported in abundance from Sub-period IG. In this fabric, the 
hemispherical and convex sided bowls of the Preceding phase continued. The new shapes 
which were not found in the Northern Black Polished Ware of the Middle-phase are only 
illustrated below : 


TII. Knobbed vessels 
T11. Fragment, it has gota knob in the centre with concentric grooves all round. 
From the top deposit of IB. 
Basin 
TT. A single fragment of the same was found in this variety. 


IA. Fragment, diameter 22.4 cms, the rim is externally collared. From the top 
deposit of IB. 


Coarse red ware ( figs. 10-12 ) 


TI. Large storage vessels 


They are large thick walled vases having broad to medium spaced mouth, constricted 
neck and carinated to a globular profile. The rimin most of the cases is thickened near 
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h ck The nature of their bases could not be ascertained as all the vessels are 
the neck. 


fragmentary. 


1A. Fragment, diameter 44.4 cms, slightly convex splayed out rim. "The rim top is 
slightly grooved with the result it looks like a beak. The rim near the neck is 


also thickened. From an upper deposit of IA. 


ee fE 


1B. Fragment, diameter 27.7 cms, internally vertical splayed out rim with a 
sharpened rim-edge. It is less thickened on the outside near the neck and 
treated with a bright red slip both externally and internally. From an upper 
deposit of IA. 


1C. Fragment, diameter 22.2 cms, differs from above in being painted with black 
on the inner side of the rim and the shoulder. From the earliest deposit of IB. 
Cf. Hastinapura, Period II, T.Ia, (p. 46). 


— C c ——— 


1D. Fragment, diameter 16.9 cms, internally more or less convex splayed out rim. 
From an upper deposit of IA. 


1E. Fragment, diameter 16.2 cms, differs from IB in being treated only externally 
with dark red wash. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


]F. Fragment, diameter 13.6 cms, it has a globular body and the rim is not 
thickened near the neck. From the earliest deposit of IB, | 


1G. Fragment, diameter 11.9 cms, differs from 1D in being smaller in size. From an | 
upper deposit of IA. | 


T2. High necked vessels 


They are medium sized vases having high concave necks. The full shape of the 
profile is, however, not known but it appears to be globular. 


2A. Fragment, diameter 14.2 cms, externally collared rim. From the earliest deposit 
of IB. Cf. Hastinapura, Period III, T.XXXVI, (p. 61). 


2B. Fragment, diameter 14.2 cms, the collar is not so enlongated as above. From 
the earliest deposit of IB. 


9C. Fragment, diameter 13 cms, the rim-edge is out turned and externally bevelled. 
The shoulder is thickened externally. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


2D. Fragment, diameter 12.6 cms, differs from above in rim being slightly internally 


thickened. From an upper deposit of IB. 


2E, Fragment, diameter 12.2 cms, the neck is corrugated externally. From the 
earliest deposit of IB. 
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Fig. 11 COARSE RED WARE : High necked vessels ( T2A to T2H ) ; Constricted 
| necked vessels ( T3A toT3G ). ( 1/3 ). 
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Fig. 12 COARSE RED WARE : Basins ( T4A to T4F ); Bowls ( T5A to TSC j; 
Stem with base or lids (?) (T6A & T6B). (1/3 ). 
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2F. Fragment, diameter 11.3 cms, the collared rim is slightly grooved in the middle. 
Some type of black paint seems to have been applied both internally and 
externally. From an upper deposit of IA. 


2G. Fragment, diameter 10.5 cms, differs from 2E in having broad corrugations. 
From the earliest deposit of IB. 


2H. Fragment, diameter 6.11 cms., concave neck with featureless rim-edge. From 
an upper deposit of IA. 


T3. Short and constricted necked vessels 


They are also medium sized vessels but differs from T2 in having a very short 
concave necks which at sometimes even become constricted. The profile appears to be 
globular. 


3A. Fragment, diameter 39.2 cms, neck constricted and over-turned. The rim-edge is 
of nail head shape and internally grooved. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


8B. Fragment, diameter 34 cms, nail headed rim-edge. From an upper deposit of TA. 


3C. Fragment, diameter 29 cms, differs from above in having more thickened nail 
head rim-edge. It is coarse and sturdy. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


3D. Fragment, diameter 23.4 cms, nail headed rim witha prominent groove on the 
internal side. From an upper deposit of IA. 


3E. Fragment, diameter 23.3 cms, beaded rim anda globular profile. From the 
earliest deposit of IB. 


3F. Fragment, diameter 18.7 cms, externally collared rim. From the earliest deposit 
of IB. 


3G. Fragment, diameter 13.6 cms, ofsmaller size. From an upper deposit of IA. 
T4. Basins 


4A. Fragment, diameter 59:6 cms, flared rim-edge with a weak rib on the top and 
aninternalgroove. A weak applied band is seen on the external side of the 
body. From an upper deposit of IA. 


4B. Fragment, diameter 43.5 cms, out turned round rim-edge. The sides are tapering 
towards the base. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


4C. Fragment, diameter 40.4 cms, incurved rim, below, a rudimentary rib is seen. 
From the earliest deposit of IB. 
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ERU diameter 30.8 cms, externally collared rim. From the earliest deposit 
. 2 2) 


of IB. 


4E. Fragment, diameter 27. t ) 
treated with a red slip. From a mid deposit of IB. 


6 cms, externally collared rim, differs from 4D in being 


Fragment, diameter 28.03 cms,externally round collared rim, itis treated with 
o > 


4F. x " 
a dark red slip, both externally and internally. From an upper deposit of IB, 


T5. Bowls 
5A. Fragment, diameter 23 cms, featureless rim, slightly thickened internally and 
shallow in depth. From an upper deposit of IA. 
5B. Fragment, diameter 22.5 cms, differs from above in having a featureless rim. 
From an upper deposit of IA. 


5C. Fragment, diameter 10.3 cms, sides straight and more deep in depth. It is 
treated externally with a black slip. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


T6. Stem with bases or lids ( ? ) 


They are almost similar to T7 of the black slipped ware. 


6A. Fragment, base flattened, stem short, concave and hollow. From the earliest 
deposit of IB. 


6B. Fragment, differs from above in having more flattened and steady base. The 
stem is also slightly longer in this case. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


Black-and-red-ware (figs. 13-14) 
Bowls : 
TI. Hemispherical bowls 


1A. Fragment, diameter 18.8 -cms, sides uniform in thickness with a featureless 
rim-edge. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


1B. 1 i 3 

Ud diameter 17.8 cms, sides curved and the rimedge is internally poe 
dd and bevelled. The base is flat. It is Painted on the innerside with black 
Pz ick haphazard strokes over dull brownish surface. From an unstratified deposit. 
10. Fragment, diameter 17.2 cms, sides uniform in thickness and ends in a rounded 
base. From the earliest deposit of IB. 
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Fig. 13 BLACK-AND-RED WARE (plain and painted) : Bowls (T I A to TIH ). (1/3.) 
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Fig. 14 BLACK-AND-RED WARE : ( T2 A to T 4 A ). (1/3). 
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Fragment, diameter 13.5 cms, differs from 1B in having slightly internally 
thickened and featureless rim-edge. From an unstratified deposit. 


Fragment, diameter 8.9 cms, sides uniform in thickness and bulging. The base is 
almost round and rim-edge is externally grooved and very sharply and deeply 
bevelled. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


Fragment, diameter 9.1 cms, sides curved and featureless rim-edge. Two rudi- 
mentary grooves are seen both on the external and internal sides, From 
the lower deposit of IA. 


Fragment, diameter 28.1 cms, sides curved and tapering. The rim-edge is outgeo 
ing. Jt is painted probably in white with well marked groups of obliqu- 
strokes and dots on the inner side of the rim and the sides. The presence of a 
few round holes on the outerside just below the rim and a few applique dots 
on the inner side of the rim is peculiar. From surface. 


Fragment, diameter 17.3 cms, sides curved and rim-edge everted with a small 
groove on the inner side. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


12. Shallow platters 


They are usually very shallow in depth, although their mouth is broad. 


2A. 


2B. 


2G. 


2E. 


2F. 


2G. 


2H. 


Fragment, diameter 27.3 cms, sides very thick and with a round rim-edge. From 
the lower deposit of IA. 


Fragment, diameter 25.9 cms, sides uniformly curved. The rim-edge is slightly 
everted, thick, round and internally grooved. Ornamented with two grooves 
also on the external side. From the lower deposit of IA. 


Fragment, diameter 24.3 cms, differs from above in having more deeper and 
thickened sides. From an upper deposit of IA. 


Fragment, diameter 22.8 cms, very shallow in depth with internally thickened 
and bevelled rim-edge. From an unstratified deposit. 


Fragment, diameter 22 cms, differs from above in having sharpened rim-edge. 
From the earliest deposit of IB. S 


Fragment, diameter 21.2 cms, differs from above in being more shallow in depth. 
From the lower deposit of IA. 


Fragment, diameter 19.8 cms, differs from above in having a groove on the 


internal side. The sides are also more thickened. From the lower deposit of IA. 


Fragment, diameter 18.5 cms, differs from above in having two more grooves 
which are on the external sides. From an upper deposit of IA. 
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T3, Dishes 


3 : - $ iform in thickness. P 
3A. Fragment, diameter 31.6 cms, sides convex and uniforn From an 


upper deposit of IA. 
Fragment, diameter 27.2 cms, differs from above in having a wide external 


3B. 
From an upper deposit of IA. 


groove on the outside below the rim. 
T4. Globular Vesse! 
4A. Fragment, diameter 13.6 cms, internally bevelled and oval collared rim-edge, 
No trace of neck and the body abruptly starts from the rim. From an upper 
deposit of IA. 
Decorated sherds ( fig. 15 and pl. x ) 


A. Sherds having slip paintings 


1. Painted with dark steel blue paint over red engobe 
1A. Dish fragment of grey ware, it is painted on both the sides including even rim top 
by executing dark steel blue strokes of uneven thickness over a red under slip. 
From the earliest deposit of IB. 
1B. Dish fragment of grey ware, on the outerside the dark steel blue strokes have been 
executed very haphazardly, while on the innerside they are oblique and have 
been executed with a care. From the earliest deposit of IB. 
1C. Dish fragment of grey ware, on the outerside a single stroke of dark steel blue 
colour is seen coming from a horizontal band which is also over the rim top. On 
the inner side two such strokes are seen. From the earliest deposit of IB. 
2. Grey painting over light-red engobe 
2A. Fragment of a grey ware, it is painted only on the Guiside by oblique strokes over 
light red engobe. From surface. 
3. Black slip painting over blackish-grey engobe 
3A. Fragment of a base. Itis painted only on the innerside with black oblique 
lines over blackish grey surface. From the lower deposit of IA. 
4, Black and brown painting 
4A, Fragment of a grey ware dish, the sides on the external portion is painted hori- 


zontally with brown colour while the remaining base portion is painted with the 
black. From an late level of IB. 


5. Steel blue and red Painting 


5A. Fragment ofa grey ware. The sides on the external upper portion is painted 
horizontally with stee] blue colour while the remaining portion is red. From the 
earliest deposit of IB. (It is not illustrated in the plate). 
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CMS. 


PLP: Sherds showing seip defects (1 to 4); Decorated 
sherds (TIA to T6C) 
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CMS. — IE 
PLP: Sherds with perferatum and applied designs 
(TIA to TIF) 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


Pottery 37 
B. Sherds having colour Paintings 


6A. Fragment of a red ware. It is painted on the innerside with black strokes over 
grey surface. From Talus. 


6B. Fragment of a red ware. It is painted with black stroke over dull red surface. 
From an upper deposit of IA, 


6C. Fragment of a black-and-red-ware, It is painted on the inner side with white 
Strokes over black slipped surface, From the lower deposit of IA. 


Slip defects (PLX) 


l. Crazing 


Fragment of a convex sided dish, the black slip did not suited the body, with the 
result, is has shrinked more than the body and thus developed fine cracks all over the 
surface of the ware, From the earliest deposit of IB, 


2. Scaling 


3. Spitting 


Fragment ofa convex sided dish, the black slip has bursted out due to the 
presence of very small air bubbles during the firing, with the result, the under slip has been 
exposed. The surface of the ware Bives an impression as if something has been Spit over 
it. From an upper deposit of IA. 


4. Crawling 


Fragment of a convex sided dish, the black slip applied over the red under slip 
has crawled, leaving certain portions unslipped. This may be due to under firing or too 
heavy application or may be due to the presence of an oil on the surface of the body. 
From an upper deposit of IA. 
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Sherds with perforation and applied designs (pl. XI) 

IA. Fragment ofa coarse red ware decorated in applique with rectangular notches 

arranged in rows. From the top deposit of IB. 


Fragmentofa coarse red ware decorated in applique on the rim with deep 


IB. 
incised oblique lines. From surface. 

IC. Fragment of a coarse red ware decorated in applique with oblique ridges on the 
outerside. From the top deposit of IB. 

ID. Fragment of a red ware with perforations. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


IE. Fragment of a coarse red ware decorated on the shoulder with rope-pattern 


design over an applied band of clay. From the earliest deposit of IB. 


Fragment of an coarse red ware decorated with finger-tip design over an applied 


IF. 
From the earliest deposit of IB. 


band of clay. 


Sherds with knob decoration (pl. XII) 

IA. Fraymeui of a coarse grey ware, decorated with an inner central knob and one 
concentric groove round it. From Sub-period IC. 

IB. Fragment of a coarse grey ware, decorated with two concentric incisations. 
From Sub-period IC. 

IC. Fragment of a coarse grey ware, differs from IA in having a bold knob anda 
bold concentric groove. From Sub-period IC. 

ID. Fragment of a coarse N. B. P. Ware, decorated with an inner central knob which 
is circumscribed by two bold concentric grooves. From Sub-period IC. 

IE. Fragment of a coarse N. B. P, Ware, decorated with three bold concentric incisa- 
tions. From Sub-period IC. 


IF. Fragment of a coarse N. B. P. Ware, differs from IC in having a well bold knob 
. and the concentric grooves. From Sub-period IC. 


Bone points1 
Twenty-two fragments of bone objects invariably having points at one or both ends 
were recorded from the excavations. Of these the majority were from the Early phase (Sub- 


1. In the absence of a more suitable name which can be given only when their definite use is ascertained, 
it was thought desirable to retain their more popular name “bone points". The term for the time 
being appears to be appropriate as almost all the specimens are of bone and are pointed either at 
one or at both the ends, 
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Plate XII 


CMS. 
PLP: Sherds with knob decoration (TIA to TIF) 
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PLP : Bone Points (1/1) 
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Plate XIV 


20! 202 


3A! 3A? 
PLP : Bone Points (1/1) 
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4 
PLP: Terracotta human figurines (1/1) 
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Fig. 16 Bone points (1 A? to 2 BF). (1/1 )- 
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Fig. 18 Beads. (1/1). 
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period IA) while the rest came from the Sub-period IB. The specimens though meagre can 
be broadly classified into two major groups. One having points at both the ends (Type 1) 
and the other with only one end pointed (Type 2). The former is further divisible into double 
ended points with one end shorter (Sub-type IA) and double ended points with equal ends 
(Sub-type IB). The latter is also further divisible into the tanged bone points (2A), socketed 
bone points (2B), long and short pointed bone points (2Cand 2D). The unfinished specimens 
have been studied under separate head. Some of the selected specimens from each ty pe and 
sub-type are illustrated below : 


Tl. Double ended bone points ( figs. 16 and 17; pls. XIII and XIV ) 


They are pointed at both the ends. The thickest part of the specimens are approxi- 
mately at the centre and the process of removing flakes from a lump of bone appears to have 
been made from centre towards the ends with the result the thickness of the points diminishes 
proportionally from the centre towards the ends. This makes both the ends tapering. Ina 
few cases both the ends are equal in length and hence it is not possible to distinguish between 
the anterior and the posterior ends but in some, one end appears to be shorter than the other, 
which in all probability might have been the the posterior end. 


1A. Double ended points with one end shorter 


IA!. Fragment with both tips broken. The shorter end appears to be the posterior 
while the longer one is anterior, section roughly circular, yellowish-white in 
colour, maximum length and width is 7x 8 cms. From an Early phase (Sub- 
period IA). (Cutting A-25). 


IA?. Almost a complete specimen with the short posterior end very prominently 
demarcated from the long anterior end, section roughly oval. The tip ofthe 
anterior end have been retouched, dull yellowish-white in colour, maximum 
length and width is 6. 2 x 8 cms. From an Early phase. (Cutting A-25). 


1B. Double ended points with equal ends 


IB:. Complete specimen with centre approximately in the middle, both the ends are 
equally tapering and pointed, section in the middle almost circular, dark ashy- 
brown in colour, maximum length and width is 4.9 x 8 cms. From an Early 
phase. (Cutting A-40). 


IB?. Differs from above in being slightly flattened in the middle, dull greyish-brown in 
colour, maximum length and width is 5x 9 cms. From a Mid phase, (Sub- 
period IB). (Cutting A-6). 
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T2. One ended bone points 


In this type instead of both the ends, only one end is made pointed. The other end 
is either tanged, socketed or left as such. Where the other end is left untouched, the pointed 
endis either longer or very smell and stout. This group is definitely superior in finish and 
workmanship with the above double ended points. They are also divisible into the following 


sub-types. 


2A; Tanged bone points 
This variety has a body andthe tang. The body is longer and pointed while 
the tang is broader, short, probably to facilitate a grip (Sub-types 2A! and 243). In 
one case the remains ofa tang towards the broadest part of the body shows that it 
was very thin, short and delicate (Sub-types 2A? and 2A*). In this case, it is also possi- 
ble that these tangs might have been really the points. 
2A, Fragment, the body tapers towards the end which is sharply pointed. The tang 
is broader, short and almost circular in section, yellowish-white in colour, length 
ofthe body is 3.6 cms, the width of the tang is 9 cms. From a Mid phase. 
(Cutting C—54.) 
2A?. Fragment with the tip of the body broken. Differs from above in being dark 
ashy-brown in colour. From an Early phase. (Cutting A—10). 


2A?. Fragment with only remains of;a delicate thin tang at the base ofthe body. 
The pointed end of the body is also broken. It is yellowish-white in colour. 
The flake scars are well visible over the body. Maximum length and width of 
the body is 3.4 cms and .8 cms respectively. From an Early phase. (Cutting A—7). 


2A*. Fragment, differs from above in being rectangular is section. From a Mid phase. 


(Cutting A—5). 


2B. Socketed bone points 


They are highly polished, well finished specimens with a very short pointed anterior 
ends. On the broader end, there is a hole so that they may be fitted in some shaft. 
Its one specimen almost resembles like a nib of a modern fountain pen, (Sub-type 2B*). 


2B!. Fragment with almost one longitudinal half broken. The one end has a very 
sharp point. On the other end there is a longitudinal circular groove. The 
specimen is highly polished and is of reddish-yellow colour. Maximum length 
and width of the body is 4.9 1.3 cms. The diameter and length of the hole is 
approximately 0.5 cms. and 1.2 cms. respectively. From a Mid phase. (Cutt- 
ing B—41). 
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2B?. A complete well finished specimen of probably a horn ? Differs from above in 
being white and circular in cross section. Maximum length and width of the 
body is 4.6 and 1.3 cms, and that of the hole is 1.2 cms and 0.4 cms respectively. 
From an Early phase. (Cutting A—60). 


2B*. Nib-shaped: An almost complete specimen, shape is exactly similar with the 
nib ofa pen. Differs from above in having shining black colour. Maximum 
length and width of the body and the hole are 3.2x.9 cms and 1.2%.4 cms 
respectively. From a Mid phase. (Cutting C—55). 


2B^. Fragment, the specimen is of ivory and is ornamented with fine grooves on the 
external side, circular in section. Maximum length and width of the body and 
hole are 2.1 X .8 cms and 1.2 X.4 cms respectively. Unstratified. ( Surface-57 ). 


2B®. Almost an complete specimen with pointed tip broken, roughly worked, the flake 
scars are visible all over the body. Circular in section, yellowish in colour, 
maximum length and width of the body and hole are 4.4X.8 cms, and 1.3 X 
.4 cms. From an Early-phase. ( Cutting A-32 ). 


2C. One ended bone points with long tapering ends 


They are usually long. The anterior end has been made progressively tapering and 
finally ending in a point. They are either rhombic or rectangular in cross section. 


2C!. Fragment, the tip of the long point appears to have been retouched. Maximum 
length and width is 8.3 cms, almost rhombic in cross section and yellowish in 
colour. From a Mid phase. ( Cutting A-2 ). 

2C?. Fragment, ornamented on the three sides with a small punched circlet having 

a small hole in the middle. The specimen is well finished and is rectangular in 

cross section. Maximum length and width is 7 and .8 cms respectively. From 

and Early phase. ( Cutting A-8 ). 


2C*. Fragment with both ends broken. Maximum length and width is 5.9 and .9 cms 
respectively. From an Early phase. ( Cutting A-34 ). 


2D. One ended bone points with short tapering ends 
They are small, stout and have a short progressively tapering ends. 


2D'. Fragment, maximum length and width is 2.4 X 1.3 cms, front and the back sides 


are flattened. The specimen looks like an inverted funnel. From a Mid phase. 
( Cutting A-45 ). 
2D*. Fragment, maximum length and width is 3.2 X 1.1 cms, it is almost circular in 
section. From an Early phase. ( Cutting A-9 ). 
Unfinished bone points 
They are unfinished specimens of some of the types illustrated above. 


3A‘. The fragment appears to be an unfinished specimen of the double ended bone 
Points. From a Mid phase. ( Cutting A-4 ). 
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3A*. Fragment, it is unfinished specimen of the socketed bone point. From an 
Early phase. ( Cutting A-27 ). 


3A*. Fragment, it is probably an unfinished specimen of an one ended bone point. 
From an Early phase. ( Cutting A-59). 


The range of occurrence of these bone point is very wide in space and time both outside 
and inside India. In Europe they are found from upper Palaeolithic. In India they 
have been reported from neolithic, proto-historic period and continues down to 
the end of the 5th century A. D. The largest specimen, however, were found from Nasik, 
Next in order of frequency are Rajghat? and Ujjain’. Other Indian reported sites of their 
occurrence are Mohenjodaro* and Chanhudaro? in Sind; Burzahom® in Jammu and Kashmir; 
Taxila? and Rupar® in Punjab; Atranjikhera?, Hastinapur!^, Kausambi'!, Bhita?>, 
Rajghat'?, Sarai-mohana?‘, Alamgirpur!5, Sravasti!! and Mason!" in U.P,; Sonpur?®, 
Vaisali'*, Patna?°, and Antichak?'in Bihar; Bangarh?3, Chandraketugarh?*, Mahisdal?* 
and Pandu-Rajar-Dhibi?5 in West Bengal; Ujjain?*, Tripuri?^", Awra??, Eran?°, Nagda®°, 
Maheswar-Navdatoli*! and Besnagar?? in Madhya Pradesh; Rairh9?, Sambhar?* and Noh?’ 
in Rajasthan; Lothal??, Nagal?7, Broach®*, Prabhas Patan?? and Nagara*? in Gujarat; 
Nasik**, Ter*?, Prakash**, Nevasa** and Karad45 in Maharastha; Kesarapalli** in Andhra 
Pradesh; Piklihalí", Paithan*? and Kolhapur*? in South Deccan. Outside?? India they 
have been reported from Hungary, Palestine, Egypt, Iran and in the Quetta®? valley sites. 
In Europe, similar objects are still in use. 


In all these sites they have been variously described as arrow heads, styluses, awls, 
gouges, comb-teeth, gorges, bobins, as various bone tools, and as a part of a shuttle. Possibly 
some of them might have been also used as potter’s tool for making grooves and incisations 
over the clay vessels and decorated terracotta discs. Whatever it may be, these various 
types of bone points of Prahladpur must have been used for various purposes. 
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Terracotta human and animal figurines 


The limited excavations yielded twenty-five human and animal terracotta figurines. 
Out of this, eight are from Sub-period IB, six from Sub-period IC and the rest are from 
surface. It may be pointed out that none of the specimens were recorded from Sub-period 
IA. The human figurines are invariably crude and made only of an extremely coarse clay 
mixed with husk and sand in profusion. The firing is imperfect and most of the specimens are 
hand made except a few which are mould made. The surface in almost all the specimens js 
neither painted nor treated with any type of dressing. In one case, however, it is treated with 
a dark red chocolate slip over the head. It is surprising that all the specimens are female. 


The animal figurines on the other hand consist of elephant, bull, horse, ram, buffa- 
lo, serpent, crocodile, sea-lion and some other animals which could not be identified. The 
technique followed in the making, firing and in the surface treatment of these figurines more 
or less resembles with that of the potter. For majority of the figurines are in grey. They 
are probably of the same clay and treated with the same type of black lustrous slip which 
has been applied on the Northern Black Polished Ware. It is difficult to say whether they 
are actually the product of the same potters who made the famous N.B.P. Ware or of some 
other clan of modellers. But since some of the specimens are grey and have been treated 
with the same type of black slip, it is not unlikely to link them with the working technique 
prevalent in the potting tradition of the age. In this group, a few are bordered by a bright 
red slip but the core is grey. In another group, which is comparatively cruder, the figurines 
are made of the red clay. In this, some are treated with a red wash probably only to cover 
their coarse gritty surface underneath. 


The decoration has either been made by applique designs or punched circlets or 
incised lines. Two specimens are painted with orange coloured dots over black lustrous 
surface. Although all the specimens are hand modelled, the modeller has followed the 
different technique with success and his creative instinct can be guessed from these poor play- 
things. Some selected specimens are described below : 


Pls. XV, XVI, XVII and XVIII 


l. Bust of a female figurine, facial features very crude, forehead not shown, execution 
of hair starts right from the eyes which are graceful, applied long cashewnut 
shaped ears extending almost upto the chin, upper portion of the nose is missing 
and the mouth is indicated only by a transverse line, a necklace round the neck 
with two crescent symbols attached just below the two ears is seen, shoulders are 
decorated with some ornament probably an armlet, breasts applique, round and 
illustrated apart, hand modelled and made of coarse clay. From a Late phase, 
(Sub-period IC), (Cutting A—2). 


2. Female head, facial features are not clear as the face is badly rubbed off, the 
applied elaborate head dress consist of three pellets, one at the top and the other 
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PLP : Terracotta animal figurines 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


Terracotta figurines 45 


two over hanging and finally pressed and joined near the ears, hand modelled and 
made of coarse clay. From a Late phase. (Cutting A—18). 


3. Bust of a female figurine, a spike like thing springs up from the neck on which 
perhaps the head of the figurine was once fitted, applique well developed breasts, 
arms broken, hand modelled and made of rough clay. From a Mid phase. 
(Cutting A—16). 


A female head, face oval, on the forehead a prominent circular applied dot 
decorated with tattooing marks isseen, applique beautiful eyes set in depression, 
a trailed eyebrows, long nose with tip disproportionately high, cheek bones 
prominent and mouth is worked out by slit with thick lower lip. The left ear is 
damaged and the right one has been worked out in applique from forehead to 
mouth, it is projected behind the head and is made of a very coarse clay, traces 
of red slip is seen on the forehead and nose. Unstratified. (Surface—15). 


5.  Headless female torso, both hands broken from the shoulder which is prominent, 
right breast small and prominent while the left is damaged, hind limbs broken 
from the waist. Near the navel projected lump of clay might have been the fore- 


limb or served as a stand for the figurine, hand modelled and made of coarse clay. 
i Unstratified. (Surface—6). 


6. Bust of a female figurine, forehead, ears, eyes, nose and mouth undigitated, right 
arm chipped off and the left horizontally extended but broken from the shoulder, 
right breast broken but left is small, pointed and worked out in applique. It 


is broken from waist, hand modelled and made of coarse clay. From a Late 
phase. (Cutting C—3). 


7. A star or fish shaped figurine with no facial features, the body is flat and there is 
no sign to prove whether it is male or female. Made of the coarse clay, it is devoid 
of any engobe. Unstratified. (Surface—14). 


8. A human hand broken from the elbow, remains of two bangles or some ornament 
worked in applied are seen over the wrist. The palm is stretched and the fingers 
have been executed by deep incised lines, hand modelled and made of a very coarse 
clay. Unstratified. (Surface—1). 


9. A figurine of a horse in dark grey, limbs and mouth broken, a saddle decorated 
with small rectangular cuts made by pressing a sharp instrument over an applied 
band of clay just below the neck. The specimen is treated all over the body with a 

| black slip. From a Mid phase. (Cutting C—7). 


10. Trunk of an elephant in grey. The body is treated with two slips, the red and 
black over it. From a Mid phase. (Cutting C-13), 
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11. 


12. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 
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Trunk of an elephant in dark grey. Differs from above in being treated with only 
black lustrous slip. Unstratified. (Surface-12). 


Head of acrocodile or trunk of an elephant in grey ? A few orange coloured 
dots on the side shows that the specimen was Painted over the black slipped surface. 


From a Mid phase. (Cutting B-21). 


Head of a sea-lion or trunk of an elephant in grey(?). Two round applique eyes, 
it is painted with orange coloured dots over black lustrous surface. Froma Mid 


phase. (Cutting C-4). 


Fragment of a horse figurine in grey, the neck and the side portion of the back 
only survives, on the neck, manes are shown by making deep indentations. Traces 
of black slip can be seen on one side of the grey body. From a Mid phase. 
(Cutting B-20). 


A figurine probably of a humped bull, long pointed mouth. A transverse hole 
runs through the mouth for passing a cord or string. No indication of horns, tail 
and the ears are also broken, the hump is attached on the back of the head, made 
of coarse clay, it is devoid of any engobe. From a Late phase. (Cutting A- 8). 


Fragment of a ram in red, mouth chipped off, rolled horns, eyes indicated by 
punched circlets, the body is decorated with deep incised lines, made of coarse clay, 
it is devoid of any engobe. Unstratified. (Surface-5). 


Fragment of an animal head in red, mouth pointed, ears broken, the right horn 
survives, left circular eye made by pinching the clay, made ofrough clay but 
treated with a red slip. Unstratified. (Surface - 9). 


A small figurine with a serpent hood in red, eyes and navel consists of round 
applied pellets, legs thrown horizontally and apart, made of coarse clay, it is 
devoid of any engobe. From a Late phase. (Cutting A - 17). 


Head of an animal figurine in red, mouth long and horns projected horizontally, eyes 
comparatively small and made by fixing round small pellets. A transverse hole in 
the mouth shows that the figurine was pulled by means ofa string or cord, made of 
the clay which is treated with only a wash. Unstratified. (Surface - 11). 


Head of an elephant in red, tusk chipped off and the trunk is also broken 
from the middle, forehead prominent with small ears joined on either sides, made 


of the clay which is treated with a bright red slip. From a Late phase. 
(Cutting A- 10). 


Load of an animal figurine probably a ram, right horn is rolled and the torsions are 
indicated by deep incised cut lines, eyes round and hollow, mouth indicated by 
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slit. Two holes on either sides ofthe mouth indicates the presence of nostrils or 


for inserting a cord, made of clay which is devoid of any engobe. Froma Mid 
phase. (Cutting B- 19). 


Beads 


The excavations yielded twenty-eight beads, out of which ten are of terracotta, 
six of agate (including one unfinished), five of carnelian, two of glass and one each of 
crystal, bone, jasper, lapis and shell. Among the illustrated specimens, five of the beads are 
unstratified, five are from Sub-period IA, eight from Sub-period IB and the remaining five 
are from Sub-period IC. Among the terracotta, eight alone accounts for vase-shaped. Of 
the remaining two, one is spheroid and the other is long convex hexagonal. The last one is 
of special interest as it is decorated beautifully on each face with wavy ridge design in 
relief, a rare decoration so far not recorded among the terracotta beads. (fig. 18, no. 5). The 
next favourite material of the period is agate which is mostly banded. The common shape 
in this is the long barrel circular except one which is spherical. The only specimen of agate 
found in an unfinished stage indicate the possibility of these beads being made locally. The 
carnelian is represented by long barrel circular, long bicone cylinder hexagonal, standard 
cylinder and tiny barrel circular. The first one is etched in white. Next in order of fre- 
quency are the glass beads which are either translucent or opaque. They are either black or 
white and the shapes are spherical and long barrel circular. The individual specimens of 
crystal, bone, jasper (green), lapis and shell are represented by short truncated bicone 
diamond, long barrel oval, long convex circular, long cylindrical circular, and long bicone 
barrel circular shapes respectively. Of all these, the following are illustrated : 


fig. 18 and pl. 19 


1. Terracotta : Vase-shaped. It is treated with bright light chocolate slip. From 
an Early phase, (Sub-period IA). (Cutting A- 9). 
2. Terracotta : Variant of above but differs in having a less squat body. The collar 
is also slightly flat on the top. From an Early phase. (Cutting A- 15). 
Terracotta : A smaller variant of the above. From a Late phase. (Cutting C—26). 
4. Terracotta : Spheroid. Unstratified. (Cutting A—Talus). 
5. Terracotta :: Long convex hexagonal. Each face is decorated with applique wavy 


ridge pattern design. From a Late phase. (Cutting A—4). 


Agate 3 Long barrel circular. From a Mid phase. (Cutting C- 20). 


7. Agate, banded: Long barrel circular, From a Late phase, (Sub-period IC). (Cutting 
A- 3). 


-8. Agate, banded: Long barrel circular. Unstratified. (Surface-16). 
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Long barrel circular, unperforated, dull milky white in colour. From 
an Early phase. (Cutting A- 10). 

Long barrel circular, black with white bands. From an Early phase. 
(Cutting B- 7). 

Standard spherical. From a Mid phase. (Cutting C- 18). 


9. Agate, banded : 


10. Agate, banded : 


11. Carnelian : 
12. Carnelian, etched :Long barrel circular. 


Long bicone cylinder hexagonal. From a Late phase. (Cutting C-24). 


Unstratified. (Cutting A- Talus). 


13. Carnelian : 
Standard cylinder with four irregular ends. From a Mid phase. 


(Cutting A- 6). 

Tiny barrel circular, dark red in colour. From an Early phase. 
(Cutting A- 12). 

Standard spherical, dull white in colour, From a Mid phase. (Cutting 


14. Carnelian : 


15. Carnelian : 


16. Glass : 
C- 21). 

17. Glass : Long barrel circular, black in colour. From a Late phase. (Cutting 
B- 13). 

18. Crystal : Short truncated bicone diamond. Unstratified. (Surface- 23). 

19. Bone : Long barrel oval. From a Mid phase. (Cutting A- 8). 

20. Jasper, green: Long convex circular. From a Mid phase. (Cutting A- 5). 

21. Lapis: Long cylindrical circular. From a Mid phase. (Cutting C- 17). 

22. Shell : Long bicone barrel circular. From a Mid phase. (Cutting C- 19). 


Terracotta discs 


, Among all the objects of terracotta, the discs are comparatively abundant and 
especially noted for varied designs, They are flat circular objects of well fired clay with 
graded series of weight, diameter and thickness. Unlike pottery discs these are fashioned 
intentionally for use and are exclusively decorated by making incised designs on both surfaces. 
The designs are executed preferably on the edge along the periphery but are also seen on the 
centre and even scattered all over the surface. Among them, the incised suspended loops and 
nail-pattern are most common. But the designs resembling a free-wheel of a bicycle, punche- 
red dots, a combination of nail and loop pattern, incisation resembling the sign of multipli- 
cation, V-shaped pattern, and a combination of various other motifs including even a 
conventional representation of a Svastika, a rossette with petals, representation of eyelets and 
a stylized depiction of a deer are not uncommon. The change in the shape of the designs 
will naturally occurr according to the manner in which the discs are handled and the direct- 
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ion of the incisations made. The others which are without any type of decoration appear 
to represent the unfinished specimens of the lot, The fact that the incisations in almost all 
cases are prefiring led us to suppose that their motive is purely decorative. Whether these 
decorations can be traced back in time i. e. have been copied from some earlier pattern or 
the creation of artists own mind or have been made at random without any significance is a 
subject of detail'study. But in its most vaguely recognizable form, the conventional depiction 
of the sun symbol (T8, 9 and 9A), svastika (19 and T10), deer (T18) anda few other 
designs with hardly any basic differences occurr on the incised pot sherd of post-Harappan 
chalcolithic cultures on the one hand and on the megalithic and early historical. cultures on 


the other. 


With a few exceptions all the discs are made of the well levigated clay, fully baked 
and generally treated with a light red, red, dark red, chocolate and black slips. Some are 
devoid of any engobe while in some where the black slip has worn out, a red matt surface 
is seen below. In some cases, it was observed that the slip from both the faces has worn out 
only in the middle leaving a small almost round scar (T1C, IE and IF) on thatspot. The 
constant use of fingers in the handling of these discs may be the reason for the same. The 
technique of making these was probably very simple. Clay intended for modelling must have 
been got rid of air bubbles etc., and made homogenous throughout by wedging and slapping. 
From the different stripes of clay varying in thickness from 5 mm to 18 mm, as these two 
are the minimum and the maximum thickness of the disc at the site, were cut different sizes of 
discs varying in diameter from 23 mm to 69 mm (as this was the minimum and the maximum 
diameter). After this they were allowed to dry sufficiently enough to withstand pressure of the 
hand and the modelling tools without causing any damage or deformation in their shapes. 
The simplest way to decorate it was to incise a design with interesting variations mostly with 
modellers own nails butin other cases also with some pointed tools like bone points and 
notched sticks etc. They were then treated with the desired slip and,then fired mostly in a kiln 
sufficiently enough to regulate free passage ofair. But in some cases they were also fired 
under reducing conditions as some of them aregrey in appearance. As these technique of 
manufacture including even the use of same slips both on pottery and the discs resemble with 
the potting tradition of the time, it is not unlikely to regard them as the product of the 
potters mind. 


In all forty-one discs were found in the excavations. Out of which three are from 
Sub-period IA, eighteen from Sub-period IB, ten from Sub-period IC and the rest ten are 
unstratified. Slight variation in incised designs have tempted us to classify these into various 
types in order to give a clear idea of the varied range found at the site. Broadly they have 
been studied under the following heads : 


A. Discs decorated only all along the edge (Tl, T2, T3, T4, T5, T6 and T7) 
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B. Discs decorated on the edge and the centre ( T8, T 9, T 10, T 11 and T 12) 


C. Discs decorated all over the surface ( T 13, T 14, T 15, T 16 and T 17) 


D. Discs decorated with animal designs ( T 18 ) 


The following selected types from all the heads are illustrated below : 


figs. 19 and 20; pls. XX and XXI 


A. Decorated with designs all round the edge 


This group was in majority and the designs were the simplest. Allthe three specimen 
recorded from the earliest Sub-period IA also comes from this group. In this case, the designs 
have been executed on both the sides of the discs all around the periphery. They consist of 
nail-pattern, suspended loops, a combination of nail and loop, punchured dots, a free-wheel 
design, oblique strokes resembling the sign of multiplication and V-shaped designs. The use 
of craftsman’s nail appears to be a very popular tool in making incisations. All these are 


described below : 
Type l. Incised nail-pattern 


In this case, the incisations have been made by inserting the human nail on the leather 
bard disc. In some, the incisations are widely apart, while in a few they are in close proxi- 
mity but not touching each other. In others, they are so regularly and nicely made as if 


emanating from a circle. 


IA. A complete specimen, nail-pattern incisations are widely apart and carelessly 
executed. It is red and perforated. The traces of dark red slip are seen on both 
the surfaces. Maximum weight, diameter and thickness are 37.508 gms, 46 mm, 
12.50 mm. respectively. From an Early phase (Sub-period IA). (Cutting A—86). 


IB. A complete specimen, differs from above in having deep incisations, traces of 
black slip over the red surface is seen. Maximum weight, diameter and thickness 
are 31.368 gms, 47 mm, 13 mm. From an Early phase. (Cutting A—73). 


IC. Almost a complete specimen, differs from IA in probably being grey in 
appearance. Maximum weight, diameter and thickness are 36.270 gms, 49 mm, 
12 mm. From a Mid phase. (Cutting C—93). 


ID. A complete Specimen, incisations in this case are very close to each other. 
Traces of black slip are seen over the dull red matt surface. Maximum weight, 
diameter and thickness are 40.370 gms, 50 mm, 9 mm. From a Mid phase. 
(Cutting A—60). idi 
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IE. 


IF. 


Type 2. 
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A complete specimen, the design is very nicely executed all round the periphery 
as if emanating from a circle. It is treated with a dark red slip. In the middle 
on both the sides, the slip is worn out probably due to constant use. Maximum 
weight, diameter and thickness are 42.200 gms, 47 mm, 13mm. Froma Mid 
phase. (Cutting A—71). 


Almost a complete specimen, in this case it appears that a incised circle was drawn 
first and the designs were executed later on. Here also, the middle portion is 
slightly worn out. Maximum weight, diameter and thickness are 45. 270 gms, 
47 mm, 14 mm. Unstratified. (Cutting A—10). 


Incised suspended loops 


In this type the designs consist of the suspended loops which are either incised apart, 
joined, cut each other or cut by an inverted nail-pattern design. In some, the shape of the 
loops are given by incising very fine lines which are either straight or slightly slanting. 


2A. 


2B. 


2C. 


2D. 


2E. 


2F. 


Fragment, the suspended loops are cut here by an inverted nail pattern incisations 
from above. It is treated with a dark red chocolate slip on both the sides. 
From a Late phase. (Cutting A—29). 


A complete specimen, loops are seen intersecting each other. The disc is grey 
in appearance and is treated with light black engobe on both the sides. Maxi- 
mum weight, diameter and thickness are 16.562 gms, 37 mm, 10mm. Froma 
Mid phase. (Cutting A—48). 


A complete specimen, loops incised widely apart. It is red in appearance and is 
devoid of any wash or slip. Maximum weight, diameter and thickness are 9.710 
gms, 33 mm, 6 mm. From an Early phase. (Cutting B—67). 


A complete specimen, loops joined, one loop starts from where the previous 
oneends. It is made of a coarse clay, red in appearance and is devoid of any 
wash or slip. Maximum weight, diameter and thickness are 10.569 gms, 34 
mm, 7mm. Unstratified. (Cutting A—46). 


A complete small specimen. The loops are bigger, wide and set apart. It is 
also made ofthe coarse clay and is devoid of any wash or slip Maximum 
weight, diameter and thickness are 3.700 gms, 23 mm, 5 mm. Unstratified. 
( Cutting A— Talus ). 


Fragment, loops are biggest and are made by making very fine small slanting 
incisations. It is also made ofcoarse clay and is devoid of any wash or slip. 
Maximum diameter and thickness are 60 gms, 14 mm. Froma Mid phase. 


-( Cutting C—96 ). 
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2G. A complete specimen. Differs from above in being decorated with two similar 
loops. Maximum weight, diameter and thickness are 26.515 gms, 45 mm, 10 I 
mm. From a Mid phase. (Cutting A—68). i 
. if 
2H. Fragment, loops are small, almost rounded and are decorated = making very | 
fine incised lines. Itis red in appearance. Maximum diameter and thickness are | 
45 mm, 9mm. From a Late phase. (Cutting A—30). | 
2I. Fragment, differs from 2F in being grey in appearance. It is also treated with I 
black shining slip on both the sides. Maximum diameter and thickness are | 
43 mm, 9 mm. From a Mid phase. ( Cutting A—63 ). | 
! 
i 
Type 3. Free-wheel design 
The pattern of the design in this case resembles with that of the teeth of the free- E 
wheel in a bicycle. The only difference lies in the fact that the notches here are not so 
straight, as it use to bein case of a bicycle. They areslightly in the clock-wise direction. 
3A. A complete specimen showing the above pattern of design. It is red in appear- 
ance and is treated with a black thin slip over the red surface. Maximum 
weight, diameter and thickness are 42.917 gms, 48 mm, and 13 mm. From a 
Mid phase. (Cutting A—69). 
Type 4. Punchered incised dots | 
D This consist of making dot like incisations all round the edge. Á 
4A. A complete specimen with the above design. It is treated with a black slip over D 
red surface. Maximum weight, diameter and thickness are 42.919 gms, 49 mm. 
13mm. From a Late phase. (Cutting A—31). 
Type 5. A combination of Type | and Type 2 designs 
In this the incised nail-pattern design was made first all round the periphery and then 
the loops were also suspended. 
5A. Fragment, it shows the combination of the nail and the loop pattern designs. 
It is treated with a black slip over a red surface. Maximum diameter and thick- 
ness are 46mm,13mm, From a Late phase. (Cutting A—38). 
5B. A complete specimen, in this case the loops are bigger and they cover almost the 2 
whole surface ofthe disc. It differs from above in being red in appearance and ^$ 


is devoid of any wash or slip. Maximum weight, diameter and thickness are 
41. 310 gms, 49 mm, 12.50 mm. From a Mid phase. (Cutting A—65). 
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Type 6. Incised sign of multiplication. 


It consists of two oblique slightly convex lines cutting each other and resembling 
roughly the sign of multiplication. 


6A. Almost a complete specimen designed as above. It is red in appearance and is 


treated with a dark red slip. Maximum diameter and thickness are 50 mm, 
13mm. Unstratified. (Cutting A—7). 


Type 7. V-shaped pattern 


It consists of two oblique incised lines joined at one end, making roughtly a V-shaped 


pattern. 


7A. A complete perforated specimen designed as above. It is red in appearance and 


is devoid of any wash or slip. Maximum weight, diameter and thickness are 
11.900 gms, 33 mm, 8 mm. From a Mid phase. (Cutting A—36). 


B. Decorated with designs on the edge and the centre 


In this group, the designs are executed on both the sides of the discs in the centre as 
well on the edge all along the periphery. They are of the following types : 


Type 8. 


Type 9. 


Type 9A. 


A complete specimen. It is decorated on the edge by incised nail-pattern 
design (Type 1) and in the centre by making oblique anti clock-wise strokes 
radiating from a circle which has been deepened by removing clay. This type 
of decoration most probably represents the conventional depiction of the sun 
symbol. It is red in appearance and is devoid of any slip. Maximum weight, 
diameter and thickness are 93.650 gms, 69 mm, 14.50mm. From a Mid 
phase. (Cutting A—32). 


A complete specimen. On the edge, it is decorated with two sets of parallel 
joined loops. In the centre, on one side a set of oblique strokes are seen 
radiating outwards in the clock-wise direction. "This again probably repre- 
sents the conventional depiction of the sun symbol. On the other sidea 
conventional svastika design. One of the stroke at one end ofthe svastika 
is seen bifurcating in two. Itisred in appearance and is treated on both 
the sides with a black slip. Maximum weight, diameter and thickness are 
50.769 gms, 53 mm, 12.50 mm. From a Late phase. (Cutting B—15). 


A complete specimen, similar to above but has got an additional design 
resembling eyelets executed below each set of loops. In the centre the 
design is similar on both the sides. Maximum weight, diameter and thick- 
ness are 67.719 gms, 53.5 mm, 17 mm. From a Late phase. (Cutting A—41). 
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Type 10. 


Type Il. 


Type 12. 


Type 13. 


Type 14. 


Type 15. 


Type l6. 


Type 17. 
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A complete specimen. It is decorated on the edge path the loop design 
(same as in2D). Inthe centre on one side there is a representation of a 
Conventional svastika and on the other two sets of two oblique lines anced 
in opposite direction resembling probably one arm of a svastika. It is req 
in appearance and is devoid of any slip. Maximum weight, diameter ang 
thickness are .39.705 gms, 46 mm, 12.25 mm. From a Late phase, 
(Cutting B—17). ; 


Fragment, it is decorated on the edge by T1 design and in the centre a set of 
small oblique strokes have been made in the anti-clockwise direction leaving 
a blank space in the middle. It is red in appearance. Maximum diameter 
and thickness are 47 mm, 13.50 mm. From a Late phase. (Cutting A—30). 


A complete specimen. The design consists of two rows of small incisations, 
cutting each other approximately in the middle and thus dividing the surface 
ofthe disc into four almost equal portions. It is red in appearance and is 
devoid of any wash orslip. Maximum weight, diameter and thickness are 
13.106 gms, 32 mm, 18 mm. From a Mid phase. (Cutting A—64). 


C. Decorated with designs incised all over the surface 


Fragment, on the edge it is decorated with a fine net work of T6 design combi- 
ned with the sets of three loops suspended below. In the centre there is a 
floral design resembling a rossette with nine petals. It is red in appearance. 
The traces of black slip over the red surface is seen on it. Maximum diameter 
and thickness are 56 mm, 14 mm, From a Late phase. (Cutting A—26). 


Fragment, it is decorated all over the surface by incising two semi-circular 
arches in opposite direction. The design more or less resembles with eyelets. 
Itis red in appearance and is devoid of any wash or slip. Maximum dia- 
meter and thickness are 47 mm, 10 mm.  Unstratified. (Cutting A—14). 


A complete specimen. It is decorated with Tl design made at random 
all over the surface. It is red in appearance and is treated with a smooth red 
slip. Maximum weight, diameter and thickness are 20.760 gms, 42 mm, 
9 mm. From a Mid phase. (Cutting A—59). 


Almost a complete specimen, itis decorated with long incised oblique strokes 
made in the clockwise direction. The design very much look like the cluster 
of hairs. Itisred in appearance and is devoid of any wash or slip, Maximum 
diameter and thickness are 39 mm, 12 mm. Unstratified. (Cutting A—16). 


A complete specimen. It is decorated on one side by floral design made by 
pricking holes by means of some instrument when the disc was leather hard. 
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It is redin appearance and is devoid of any engobe. Maximum weight, 
diameter and thickness are 18.368gms, 39mm, 8.5mm. From a mid 
phase. ( Cutting A-70 ). 


D. Decorated with animal design 


Type 18. A complete specimen. It is decorated on both the sides by a stylized figure 
of a deer depicted by incised lines. It is red in appearance and is treated with 
a black slip over red surface. Maximum weight, diameter and thickness 
are 25.605gms, 41mm, 12mm. From a Mid phase. ( Cutting A-33 ). 


Similar discs have been also reported at Rajghati, Hastinapura?, 
Mathura?, Atranjikhera*, Mason* and Farukhabad® in Uttar Pradesh; 
Awra’ in District Mandasor of Madhya Pradesh; and Noh® in Rajasthan. 
At Rajghat they are reported from Period I to Period III. At Hastinapura, 
the earilest specimens are from the Painted Grey Ware levelsi.e. Period II but 
they continue in Period III and IV also. At Atranjikhera, the earliest specimens 
are from the Painted Grey Ware level. At Mathura, they have been reported 
from pre-N.B.P. Ware levels but at Awra they are found in Phase II in which 
a single sherd of N. B. P. Ware was found. Their chief concentration seems 
to be in the Ganga valley and they are mostly associated with the pre-N. B. P. 
Ware and the Northern Black Polished Ware levels. The find ofa terracotta 
disc with solar design in the centre to such a late period assignable to 13th- 
15th century A. D. at Antichak? in Bihar is surprising. But it is more 
surprising that so far they have not been reported from other excavated sites 
containing either P. G. W. or pre-N. B. P. Ware or Northern Black Polished 


Ware deposits. We may look for more discs in these regions connected with 
these industries. 


So far these are only illustrated at Hastinapura. Numbers 1, 6, 7, 9 and 11 
of Hastinapura ( Plate XLVI) resembles with our Type l and its variants, while 2 and 5 
can be roughly compared with our Types 3A and 4A respectively. Numbers 4 and 5 of 


Hastinapura are perforated specimens of pottery discs and should not be studied under this 
head. 


1. Indian Archaeology, A Review, 1960—61, p. 37. 

2. A. I. No. 10 and 11, p. 88, plate XLVI. 

3. I.A., 1951—55, p. 15. 

4. Proto-historic Industries at Atranjikhera— Seminar on Pre-history and Proto-history at Poona— 1964. 
b. On our own observations at the site. 

6. I.A., 1965—66 (Cyclostyled Copy). 

7. I. A., 1959—60, p. 24. 

8. On our own observations at the site. 

9. I. A., 1961—62, p. 4 
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Terracotta cones? 


The excavation yielded seventeen peculiar small objects of well baked clay which at 
first sight appears to be gamesman but evidently must have also served some other purpose or 
purposes. Out of this three are from Sub-period IA, two are unstratified and the rest are from 
both Sub-periods IB and IC. These are well graded in size, rough in appearance and both 
hand and wheel made. In colour they range from dull red to dull black, often treated with 
a black, dark red or chocolate slip but more frequently left plain. One specimen was, however, 
found decorated with incised oblique lines on the outer surface of the base probably made 
by the modellers own nail when it was leather hard. Itis noteworthy that none of the 
specimens are grey in appearance as in the case of terracotta figurines and discs, instead, all 
are red in colour. This may be due to the fact that all the specimen were fired only under 
oxidizing conditions and thus turned red. In all cases we find that their one end is broad 
and smaller and the other one is narrower or conical. The broader end which in all 
probability may be the base is either flat or rounded. The chief characteristic of the flat 
based cones are that they were probably meant to stand without any support while the round 
based cones could hardly have been intended so. The unfinished hole in one of the round 
based specimen, however, lend support to this. According to the nature of their base these 
are divided under two major groups, the flat based cones and the round based cones. The 
flat based are further divisible into broad flat base with round top( T1), flat base with 
conical top ( T2 ), and flat base with long tapering edge ( T3). The rounded base cones 
are, however, only found with long tapering edge (T4). The following selected specimen 
from each type are illustrated below : 


FLAT BASED CONES 
Type 1. Broad flat base and a round top 


In this case the body or the base is invariably broad and flat and the top is round 
like a knob (TIA). These are well graded and the ratio of the diameter and the height is 
almost the same in each case. In a few cases where the base is not exactly flat, a shallow 
depression in the middle is seen (TIB). The following three specimens are illustrated : 


( pl. XXII ) 


IA. Almost a complete specimen, broad flat base and a round knob like top. It is 
red in appearance and is devoid of any wash orslip. Diameter 30 mm and 

height 22 mm. From a Mid phase (Sub-period IB). (Cutting C—91). 
1. Unless and until we are in a position to ascertain their definite use it is advisable to call them as 


cones as all the specimen very much look like a cone with one of their ends as broader and the 
other conical, rounded or pointed. 
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Plate XXIII 


PLP : Unperforated pottery discs (1 ]1) 
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A complete specimen, differs from above in having a shallow depression in the 
middle of the base. Red in appearance, it is treated with chocolate slip and is 
decorated by incised oblique lines (nail-pattern design) on the outer top of the 
base. Diameter 49 mm and height 29 mm. From an Early phase (Sub-period 
IA). (Cutting A—108). 


A complete specimen, broad flat base and the top though round but not well 
defined like the above. It is red and is devoid of any type of engobe. Diameter 


28 mm and height 18mm. From a Late phase (Sub-period IC). (Cutting 
A—120). 


Type 2. Flat base and conical top 


In this case although the base is flat but thetop is not round but almost conical 
These are also well graded and the ratio between the diameter and the height is almost same 
in each case. The following are illustrated: 


2A. 


2B. 


Type 3. 


A complete specimen, perfect flat base and a small round conical top. It is red 


and is devoid of any engobe. Diameter 28.5 mm and height 23.5 mm. From 
a Mid phase. (Cutting A—57). 


A smaller specimen of the same series. Diameter 25 mm and height 20 mm. 
From a Late phase. (Cutting B— 24). 


Flat base and long tapering edge 


In this case also the base is flat but the top is long, tapering and pointed at the edge. 
In some cases the base has been made hollow by pressing most probably with a finger tip 
when the specimen was wet smooth (T3B). In some specimens, the height is approximately 
double of the diameter. The following are illustrated : 


3A. 


3B. 


3C. 


A complete specimen, base flat and the other portion of the body gradually 
tapers and ends in a point. Itisred and is devoid of any type of engobe. Diameter 
14 mm and height 28 mm. From a Late phase. (Cutting A—1 19). 


A complete specimen, differs from above in having a hollow convex base and a 
perforation near the top. Diameter 22mm and height 44mm. From an 
Early phase. (Cutting A—72). 


A miniature specimen of Type 3. It is black in colour. Diameter 12 mm and 
height 15 mm. From an Early phase. (Cutting A—85). 
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ROUND BASED CONES 


Type 4. Round base and long tapering edge 

In these cases the broader end is always round and the other part of the body is long, 
tapering and finally ends in a pointed edge. The result is this that they cannot stand with- 
out any support. The following are illustrated : 
A complete specimen, the one end is perfectly round and the other is long, tape- 


ring and ends in a point. It is black, not well fired and is devoid of any type of 
Length 49 mm. From a Mid phase. (Cutting C—90). | 


4A. 


engobe. 


4B. Fragment, differs from above in being dull red in colour. It is well fired and has 
got an unfinished perforation on round stouter side. Unstratified. (Cutting A—62). 


In India the earliest specimen have been reported from Mohenjodarot and Harappa.2 

Our Types 3A, 3C, and 4A, 4B, are almost similar in shape respectively with the flat based 

(pl. CXXXIV, 13 and 15) and round based cones of Mohenjodaro. Our Type IC again is 

very much similar in shape with the small cones with rounded top varieties (pl. CXXXIV, 

22, 23, 24) of Mohenjodaro. Besides these striking similarities we also found some differences. 
The Mohenjodaro specimens are usually decorated with either spiral or vertical lines of 
pitting and occasionally they have got a hole at the base. Though these are all principally 
of terracotta but some specimens of shell and lead have been also reported. Leaving aside 
some peculiar cones with flat receding bases, the common form found at Mohenjodaro are 
carrot like which differs from our lype 4A and 4B in having small projection at the base and 
also decorated with spiral lines of pitting. The 1ound top varieties at Mohenjodaro are 
made of shell or pottery while in our case they are exclusively made of terracotta and their 
top in most cases is round like a knob (except our Type IC). As to their use, Marshall writes, 
‘It is possible that these cones were used in some form of game and that they were thrown 
with the idea of making their apices point in a certain direction". For cones with rounded | 
top he is not certain about the use. But he, however, regards the other type of stone cones 
as a phallic object of worship for Hindus. At Harappa such conical objects with a round and 
conical knob like top has been reported trom the debris layer of the cemetery area and the 
core of the rampart. Among the tuur lulustralea specimens ( pl. LB, Nos. 6, 7,9, 10), one 
piece has been called as cone, one as phallus and the remaining two as gamesman.? i 


In the post-Harappan chalcolithic levels, these have been reported from Nevasa‘, in 
the pre-N. B. P. levels fiom Maheswar-Navdatoli®, and in the early historic 
period om Nasik®. Although at all the above three sites they continue even upto Muslim- 
Maratha times. From their rough, conical, cylindrical or tapering shapes, the excavators 
of these sites have described them as stoppers. But unless we get several vessels with their 
orfice conforming to the general range of diameter of stoppers, we are not in a position to 


say with certaintity that all these were used as stoppers. It is, however, likely that some of 
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them must have been used as stoppers, while some (particularly our Type 1) as potters tools 
i.e. used for smoothing, burnishing or even as dabber for thinning the vessels before firing. 
The other sites in which these cones have been found are Bahal? in Khandesh, Rairh® in 
Jaipur and Chanudaro® in Sind. At Rajghat in Uttar Pradesh they are found in plenty. 
The earliest specimen from this site are from Period I ( dated from 800 B.C. to 200 B.C.) 
although they continue even upto Period VI.?° 


In Mesopotamia they have been reported from Jamdet Nasr, Ur,11 and Shahrain.1? 
But the excavators of all these sites are again not unanimous about their use. Mackay regards 
that they were used to decorate the walls while Puri on the basis of Rairh specimens said that 
the perforated specimen were used as the pendants for animals while the unperforated ones 
as gamesman. But before deciding about their definite use, which will naturally vary 
according to their types, we should look for more specimens in the Harappan context 
(ifthe specimens from Mohenjodaro and Harappa as described earlier are to be regarded 
stratigraphically in the true Harappan context) at Rupar, Bara, Alamgirpur, Lothal, 
Kalibangan, Dasalpur; in the Central Indian and Northern Deccan chalcolithic culture (on 
the basis of the Bahal, Navdatoli and Nevasa specimens ) at Eran, Nagda, Prakash, Diama- 
bad etc.; and in the proto-historic and early-historic culture (on the basis of Prahlaipur and 
Rajghat specimens ) at Hastinapura, Taxila, Ahichchhatra, Atranjikhera, Sravasti, Ujjain, 
Kausambi, S»haza 1ca, Rajgir, Sonepur, Chirand and Chandraketugarh etc. 


Pottery discs 


These are small cut pieces of the broken and waste potsherd, made roughly circular 
either by grinding or by cutting. Itis noticed that almost all the type of waste potteries 
have been utilized in their manufacture. The majority of the discs were, however, from the 
N.B.P. Ware vessels. The part of the utensils from which these discs were usually cut are 
the bases and the sides. They are often well graded in diameter and are found from all the 
three Sub-periods of the site. The majority being from the Middle phase. Out of thirty-six 
specimens so far recovered, twenty-nine are without any perforation, six are with single per- 


Marshall, MIC, Vol. II, pp. 476—478. 
A. I., No. 3, p.199, pl LB, Nos. 6, 7, 9, 10. 
Ibid, p. 129. 
From History to Pre-history at Nevasa, 195t—5 6, p, 385. 
The excavations a! Maheswar-Navdatoli, 1952—53, p. 191—995. 
The excavations at Nasik and Jorwe, 1650—54, p, 106 —108. 
On our own information. 
. Puri, Excavations at Rairh, pl. XXI, No. 25. 
Mackay, Chandudaro excavations, p. 171, 
. Our own observations, 
. Halls, Ur excavations, Vol 1, pp. 48—50. 
. Campbeli— Thomson, Archaeologia, Vol, Lxx, pl. X(6). 
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foration and one is with double perforation. The perforation has been made by a sharp in- 
strument in the centre of the disc. The unperforated pieces (T1) ranges in diameter from. 
65 mm to 21 mm, while the perforated ones (T2 and T3) from 66 mm to 37 mm. These 
pieces might have been used as play things for children or even as counters for games. Some 


of the specimens are described below : 


pls. XXIII and XXIV 


Type 1. Unperforated discs 


1A.  Acut piece from the cruder variety of the N. B. P. Ware, almost circular. 
Diameter 52 mm. From Talus. (Cutting A—47). 

IB. A cut piece from the N.B.P. Ware, roughly circular. Diameter 43 mm. From 
a Mid phase (Sub-period IB). (Cutting A—25). 

IG. A cut piece from the cruder variety of the N.B.P. Ware, almost circular. Dia- 
meter 38 mm. From Talus. (Cutting A—21). 

ID.  Acut piece from the black slipped ware, roughly circular. Diameter 36 mm. 
From a Mid phase. (Cutting C—97). 

IE. Same but differs in having a diameter of 30 mm. From a Mid phase. 
(Cutting A —87). 

IF. A cut piece from the N.B.P. Ware. It is treated with a very lustrous golden 
slip. Diameter 24 mm. From a Mid phase. (Cutting B—113). 


IG. A cut piece from the black slipped ware. Diameter 21 mm. From Talus. 
(Cutting A—100). 


Type 2. Discs with single perforation 


2A. A cut piece from the coarse red ware. Diameter 66 mm. From Talus. (Cutting 
B—19).. 

2B. A cut piece from the coarse red ware. Diameter 53 mm. From Talus. 
(Cutting A—11A). 

2C. A cut piece from the coarse slipped red ware. Diameter 49 mm. From Talus. 
(Cutting A—11). 

2D. A cut piece from the cruder variety of the N.B.P. Ware. Diameter 49mm. 
From a Mid phase. (Cutting Ci —92). 

2E. A cut piece from the blackslipped ware. Diameter 46 mm. From an Early- 
phase (Sub-period IA). (Cutting A—75). 


2F. A cut piece from the slipped red ware. Diameter 37 mm. From a Late phase. 


(Cutting A—27). 
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Plate XXIV 


PLP : Perforated pottery discs (1/1) 
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Type3. Disc with double perforation 
3A. A cut piece from the N.B.P. Ware. 


Diameter 34 mm. From a Mid phase. 
(Cutting A—118). 


Balls 


These are round balls of baked clay recovered from the Middle ( Sub-period IB ) 
and the Late phases ( Sub-period 1C ) of occupation at the site. They are graded in size and 
are mostly treated either with a red chocolate or black slip. Some of the specimens which 
are devoid of any engobe are ill fired. The specimens must have been used as a play-thing 
for children. None of them are described but seven ( IA, IB, IC, ID, IE, IF and IG ) are 
illustrated in order to give an idea of their varied range insize (pl. XXV). 


Stoppers or Covers ( pl. XXXV ) 


- Fragment, short concave narrow neck with upper end broader and the lower 
broken. In this case the top is neither disc like nor shallow. It has got 
a rudimentary central knob. It is grey in colour and is treated with the same 
type of black slip as found over N. B. P. Ware. From Talus. ( Cutting A-23 ). 


- Fragment, shallow disc like top with a small knob projecting in the centre. The 
lower end is broken. Itis grey in colour and is treated with a fine lustrous black 
slip. Unstratified. ( Cutting A-8 ). 


. Fragment. A smaller specimen of Type 1 but differs in being dark brown-red in 
colour. From a Mid phase ( Sub-period IB ). ( Cutting A-45), 


4. Fragment, differs from Type 2 in having flat top. Itisalso treated with a black 
lustrous slip. From a Mid-phase. ( Cutting C-94 ). 


Bricks ( pl. XXXVI ) 


The sizes of the burnt bricks used, varied according to the time and the purpose of 
the structures in which they were used. The dimension ofthe complete brick in structure 
2 measures 36cms (maximum), and 221cms (average and minimum ) inlength; 25cms 
( maximum ), 22cms ( average ), and 16cms ( minimum ) in breadth; and 10cms (maximum) 
and 9cms ( average and minimum ) in thickness. The dimension of the complete bricks 
used in structure 3 measures 49 5cms ( maximum ), 45cms ( average ) and 231cms (minimum) 
in length; 29cms ( maximum ), 25cms ( average ) and l5cms ( minimum ) in breadth; and 
11.4 cms (maximum ), 7cms ( average ) and 5$cms (minimum) in thickness. The brick 
illustrated (pl. XXVI) is from structure 3 and measures 49.5cms (length) X 25cms (breadth) 
X 11.4cms ( thickness ). 
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Pestle ( pl. XXVI ) 


l. Fragment, almost barrel in shape. Its onesurface has been made rough by 
inserting small irregular pieces of stones. It is made ofthe very coarse clay and 
is not well fired. From a Mid phase ( Sub-period I B ). ( Cutting A-84 ). 


Dabber ( pl. XXVI ) 


l. Fragment, broad base and a round top. It is solid, made of the coarse clay and 
is devoid of any engobe. Unstratified. ( Cutting A-121 ). 


Coins (pl. XXVI ) 


Only two coins were recovered in the excavations. Both of these are punch-marked. 
One of these. a copper piece is well stratified and was found at the top of the earliest layer 
assignable to Sub-period IB. The other one, a silver piece was, however, recovered from the 
Talus of our Cutting A and is, therefore, unstratified. The solar, crescent on hill and caduceus 
like symbols noted on the copper coin are found on the early silver punch-marked coins. The 
shape of the fourth symbol could not be determined. The last symbol, however, appears to 
be a new One, It is also important to note that this coin was recovered from the top of the 
earliest layer of the Northern Black Polished Wate deposit at the site. The plain reverse of the 
coin may also indicate its early antiquity. This coin contains two perforations which shows 
that after sometime it was also used as a pendant. Such type of holes were also found ona 
silver punch-marked coin recorded from an early level of Period III, Hastinapura, Pl. LVIII 
B, 8 ( p.102 ). Our second piece, a silver coin, does not contain any new feature. These are 
described as follows : 


I. Copper punch-marked coin 


Metal : Copper 

Shape : Rectangular with rounded sides. 

Size : Length 16mm, Breadth 15mm, Thickness 2mm. 
Weight : 2.38gms. 

Condition : Fair. 


Obverse : Solar, crescent on hill, caduceus or naga ( partly out off flan ), an 
unidentified symbol and a new symbol (?). 
Reverse : Plain. 


Stratigraphical position : Cutting A, layer 4, i. e. the top of the earliest layer of Sub- 
period IB. 


Any other feature : Two perforations lengthwise. 
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Plate XXVI 


CMS. 
PLP : Brick, pestle and dabber 
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Fig. 21 Iron objects. (1/1). 
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2, Silver punch-marked coin 


Metal : Silver 

Shape : Rectangular with all the four edges clipped and thus appears octag« nal, 
Size : Length 18mm, Breadth 16mm, Thickness 1.5mm. 

Weight : 2.83 gms. 

Condition : Good. 

Obverse : Sun, six-armed, hare on hill, bull, and tree in railing. 

Reverse : Plain. 


Stratigraphical position : From Cutting A-Talus. Unstratified. 
Any other feature : Nil. 


lI ron and Copper objects ( fig. 21) 


Eleven pieces of Iron and two of Copper were found from the excavations. All the 
objects of Iron except one were broken and highly rusted and hence it was not possible to 
determine their exact shapes. It is noteworthy that Iron was also recorded from an upper 
deposit of the Early phase i. e. Sub-period IA. But it continues both in the middle and late 
levels of the culture i. e. in Sub-periods IB and IC. The broken fragments of a copper pin 
were, however, found from the Talus of the mound. These copper object are too fra 


gmentary 
to be illustrated. We have, therefore, only described below a few Iron objects : 


1. Fragment of a borer ? round section and pointed at one end. From a Late phase. 
( Cutting A-I ). 


2. Fragment, shape could not be determined. From a Mid phase. ( Cutting A- 6 ). 

8. Fragment ofan undetermined object with almost round section. From a Late 
phase. ( Cutting C-5 ). 

4. Fragment of a arrow head ? From an Early phase (Sub-period IA). (Cutting A-3). 

5. Fragment of a staple ? Unstratified. ( Cutting A-2 ). 


Stone implements and waste chips 


Some waste chips of the chert-chalcedony complex and a few stone implements were 
found at the site. Out of the genuine implements, which were only one or two in number, 
only one fluted core of chalcedony was recovered from layer 5 of the Sub-period IA. The 
remaining were collected from the surface. The whole collection may be broadly classified 
into (1) Cores (2) Blades and (3) Flakes. 


A close study of the material reveals that parallel sided flakes and fluted core with 
pointed end are the typical tool types at this site. Similar implements in limited quantity 
were also found from Sub-period IA of Rajghat. Numerous small open stations of the chert- 
chalcedony blade industry have been also located in the southern part of Varanasi, Mirzapur, 
Banda and Hamirpur districts of Uttar Pradesh. Though the genuine implements at 
Prahladpur are very small, their significance in being associated with the earliest potteries of 
this region (black slipped ware and black-and-red-ware) cannot be minimised. It gives rise 
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to certain questions. Is there any relationship between the above open stations of microliths 
and the earliest pottery using people of this region or they represent two different cultures 
coming into contact with each other at some time or the stone implement found at the site 
are merelysurvivals ? In view of the fact that the present evidence from this site is very 
meagre, we cannot say anything at this stage. However, a few types are illustrated 
below : 

l. Core of quartz, slightly rolled, upper surface steeply flaked showing shallow flake 
scars, a patch of cortex at both sides, rectangular cross section, size 64 X 22 X 17mm. 
Unstratified. (Cutting A—31). 

2. Core of chalcedony with crested ridges, slightly rolled, roughly triangular cross- 
section, size 57 X 21 X 20 mm. From surface. (PLP—2). 


3. Small flake of chert, unrolled, upper surface flaked leaving a thin patch of cortex at 
the left side, primary flake surface clean, size 32 X32 X9 mm. From surface. 
(PLP— 28). 

4. Small pointed fluted core of chalcedony, slightly rolled, a few longitudinal flake scars, 
platform removed, under surface retains cortex, triangular cross section, size 21 X 11 
C9 mm. From an Early phase (Sub-period IA). (Cutting A— 33). 


5. A broken parallel sided blade of chalcedony, unrolled, upper surface has light flake 
scars, a few thin flake scars at the left margin of the primary flake surface, size 
22 X12 X 5 mm. Unstratified. (PLP—3). 


Radio carbon samples 


Two samples were sent to the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Bombay, on 
23rd May, 1963 for radio carbon dating. Sample number one was of charcoal and was collec- 
ted from a filling ascribable to Sub-period I. Sample number two was of uncharred bone and 
was collected from the post cremation burial also ascribable to an Early phase i. e. Sub- 
period IA. Bone Sample was not accepted for dating as bones are not usually reliable for 
such measurement. The charcoal sample (TF—186) measured only 5 gms after pre-treat- 
ment. It was, however, counted in methane after the whole system of the aforesaid labora- 
tory was equipped for methane synthesis. The radio carbon date based on 5730 years 
half life value after conversion to A.D./B.C. comes to 765 B.C. Although the accompany- 
ing error is much but this is the earliest and the only C14 date available from any pre N.B.P. 
Ware site. This date is quite consistent with our dating of 673 B.C. assigned to the earliest 
level of Sub-period IA, by stratigraphy. The note! of the Secretary, Radio Carbon 
Dating Committee, Tata Institute of Fundamental Research on this sample are reproduced 
below : 


"T. F.—186 is your sample No. 1. It was a marginal sample, as far as the weight 
was concerned. We have dated it, but due to technical reasons the age has a large accompa- 
nying error. The C14 date of 5730 years half life value is TF—186, 2715+500 years". 


1. On our personal correspondence. 
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CEREALS 


A note on some cereals obtained from excavation of Prahladpur (District ; Varanasi, 
U. P. ). by professor K.A. Chowdhury, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh. 


Age: Archaeological, 673 B. C. to 21 B. C. 


Material: There were four packets of cereals. Two packets contained only broken 
pieces and could not, therefore, be used for collecting morphological and anatomical infor- 
mation. Among the remaining packets, one contained a single grain and the other only two 
grains. Their superficial measurement is given below :— 


No. 1 grain — 4'5 mm. x 1.75 mm. 
No. 2 grain — 4.5 mm. x 2.25 mm. 


No. 3 grain — 5 mm. x 3 mm. 


Careful examination of the material did not reveal any morphological feature that 
could be used for identification. The material was too brittle for anatomical study. Being 
in charred condition their original size was also not known. It is, therefore, not possible to 
identify these cereals definitely. However, they appear to belong to wheat ( Triticum sp. ) 
or barley ( Hordeum sp. ). 


SUMMARY OF THE RESULTS 


The excavations fulfilled the main objective for which it was undertaken. It has 
given us a sequence of the Late phase of the pre’ or proto-N. B. P. culture ( c. f. our Sub- 
period IA ), N. B. P. Ware culture (c.f, our Sub-period IB) and Late-N. B. P. Ware 
deposits ( c. f. our Sub-period IC ). Of these, pre or proto-N. B. P. culture, having a deposit 
of 1.04 metres, rests directly on the natural soil. Itshould not be much older in time than 
the N. B. P. Ware deposit i.e. Sub-period IB. On the basis of the stratigraphy and radio 
carbon date from this site?, it may be dated round about 700 B. C. Itis at this time that 
the foundations of the N. B. P. Ware culture appears to have been laid. In the initial Stage, 
people made black slipped ware ( both plain and painted). Other associated wares of this 
phase were red slipped ware, coarse red ware and the plain grey ware. The find ofa large 
number of sherds of the black-and-red ware (both plain and painted ) along with these 
wares, shows that these people were either in contact with the black-and-red ware people 
(if we regard that the black-and-red ware denotes a separate culture) or the technique of 
inverted firing was known to them ( if it simply denotes a technique ). Iron was known to 
them. Their cultural equipment included bone points, terracotta and pottery discs, terra- 
cotta cones and beads of agate, carnelian and terracotta. From the finds, it appears that 
they were not fully colonized at this stage but started settling right on the natural soil near 
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the bank of the Ganga. As the area excavated was very limited, nothing more can be said 
about them at this stage. 

In Sub-period IB ( dated from 500 B. C. to about 163 B. C. ) Prahladpur, like other 


sites, entered the fully developed stage of a culture, marked by the presence of the Northern 


Black Polished Ware and a number of its varieties. This ware isan improved variety of the 


preceding black slipped ware. It appears that by this time potters were able to producea 
ware (i. e. N. B. P. Ware) which was much more lighter, hard, stain proof, hygenic, highly 
lustrous and good looking as compared to the previous black slipped ware. The mode of 
producing vessels in many other colours ranging from brown, silvery, golden, chocolate, 
pinkish and even red in addition to the black ( which was the only colour known in the 
pre-N. B. P. phase ) also came into practice. Not only this, the potters technique reached a 
step ahead only in this Sub-period, when on the original grey surface of the ware, we start 
getting two types of slips usually contrasting in nature. The potters by this time obviously 
were thoroughly acquainted with the type of treatment in which there was a complete 
harmony in between the original clay body, slip, rate of temperature of ihe firing and the 
atmospheric condition in the kiln. The result was that the number of sherds showing such 
defects like crazing, crawling, spitting and tricklings were very much less as compared to 
the preceding Sub-period. We have, therefore, called this Sub-period as the ‘Golden Age’ 
for the slip decorative technique in the ceramic traditions of ancient India. 


The black slipped ware, black-and-red ware and red slipped ware of the preceding 
Sub-period ccntinued but in less frequency. The frequency of the other cultural equipments 
of the pie-N. B. P. phase like bone points, terracotta and pottery discs, terracotta cones, 
beads of agate, carnelian and terracotta, was more and many new shapes and varieties 
were noticed in them. Terracotta human and animal figurines, terracotta pestle, beads 
of other semi-precious and precious stcnes, punch-maiked coins, terracotta — ring-wells 
and lastly a large number of iron objects were the new additions. 


Sub-period IC, dated roughly from 163 B. C. to 21 B. C., Iceprcserts the Late phase 
ofthe Northern Black Polished Ware deposit. After this the place was finally deserted. 
The reason of this desertion is, however, not clear at the site. In this phase, coarse N. B. P. 
Ware and coarse grey ware were the main ceramic. Highly lustrous ard coloured specimens 
of the N. B. P. Ware continued but their frequency was less. The sherds of the black slipped 
ware were negligible. The black-and-red ware was totally absent and the associated red 
ware was mostly without slip. The ceramic industry as a whole suffered decline and 
the shapes were largely utilitarian. Featureless carinated handis, pear-shaped vases 
(Ach. 10 A) were the common shapes in the red ware. Knobbed vessels and sherds 
decorated with raised concentric bands in the coarse grey ware and coarse 
N. B. P. Ware were also the common shapes of this phase. The frequencyof the terracotta 
discs and bone points became less while all other cultural equipments of the preceding phase 
more or less continued as usual but their production was on the decline. 
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CONTACT AND CO-RELATION WITH OTHER SITES (fig. 23) 


The problem before we started our excavations, as enumerated earlier ( see objective 
of the excavation, P-7) was to find out first, the statigraphical context of the black slipped 
ware and secondly, its relationship with the P. G. Ware and the N. B. P. Ware. 


Now in the following pages we shall try to fiad out the relationship of this pre-N. B. P. 
deposit i. e. our Sub-period IA with the two well known cultures, the P. G. Ware and the 
N. B. P. Ware. When Lal excavated Hastinapura in the year 1950-52, there was no overlap 
between the two cultures represented by the two distinct pottery industries, the P. G. W. and 
the N. B. P. Instead, there was a gap of nearly two hundred years. 
sites like Atranjikhera, Rupar, Ahichchhatra, Alamgirpur, 
Yamuna doab; Kanauj, Mathura, Kausambi, Prahladpur, 
Gularihavaghat® in the Middle Ganga-Yamuna doab; Sone 
Ganga-Yamuna doab; and Ujjain, Noh, Besnagar, Bairat, 
been excavated. To this list, may be added about thirty site 
Ganga and Sutlej basins‘. Another twenty sites have been rep 
valley*. Other sites containing the characteristic pottery of 
by Deshpande in the upper reaches of Ganga-Yamuna doab, Saraswati and Sutlej®. Leaving 
aside the results of exploration, we shall examine in detail, the main features of this culture 
as revealed by all the excavated sites’. As our material from the Sub period IA i. e. pre- 
N. B. P. deposit points, to an evidence of a new kind ( as neither we could get P. G. W. in 
it nor N. B. P.) we tried to re-examine the problem by looking to the total assemblage as 
against only P. G. Ware or deluxe potteries. Such a study is often risky as it is difficult to 
compare the antiquities and potteries from mere descriptions and that too from the interim 


ne cannot avoid being extremely vary. 


Since then many more 
Khalaua in the Upper Ganga- 
Rajghat, Masoan, Sohagaura, 
pur and Chirand in the Lower 
outside the Ganga Valley have 
s explored by Lal in the Upper 
orted by Ghosh in the Ghaggar 
this culture have been reported 


Now, whatever name we may give to this culture, the Painted Grey Ware® culture 
or ‘grey ware? culture®, or the Ganges!? civilization or the pret! or proto-N. B. P. culture, one 
thing is certain, that is, its relative Stratigraphical position, It always underlies the debris of 


the earliest historical culture characterized by the use of the Northern Black Polished Ware 
and its associated finds. 
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(1) ? Thickness of the deposit 


From the comparative chart it is clear that the thickness of the pre-N. B. P. deposits 
at Hastinapura, Atranjikhera!?, Rupar, Khalaua, Gularihavaghat, Sone pa Chirand14 and 
Noh:5, varies from 3.45 metres to about 2 metres, while on the remaining sites like Ahich- 
chhatra, Alamgirpur, Kanauj, Mathura, Kausambi, Prahladpur, Rajghat, Masoan, 
Sohagaura, Ujjain, Besaagar and Bairat it varies in between im to zu i. e. comparatively 
very thin and except at Ahichchhatra and Alamzirpur, it invariably lies over the natural 


soil. 
(2) The pottery assemblage 


(a) The black slipped ware 


Except at Ahichchhatra, the black slipped ware has been reported from all the sites, 
so far excavated. When Laland Ghosh explored Upper Ganga, Sutlej and Ghaggar vallies 
only P. G. Ware was reported by them. But now itis gratifying to note that on all the sites 
recently explored by Deshpande and Dikshit in the upper reaches of the Ganga-Yamuna doab, 
Saraswati and Sutlej, it is found either in association with the P. G. Ware or black-and-red- 


ware or both1, 


It is known to have preceded*? the P. G. Ware at Atranjikhera and Noh; co-exists 
with the P. G. Ware at many sites and continues even in the N.B. P. levels at some sites. 
Its stratigraphical position and its importance has been already published by the second writer 
as early'? as 1964 and need not be repeated here. But it may again be emphasized that it has a 
very wide range both in space and time and hence may be regarded as the most characteristic 
feature of this culture. 


This black slipped ware is the main ceramic of our Sub-period IA at Prahladpur. 
The largest number of shapes have been reported for the first time only at this site ( see 
Pp. 24 to 50 of this report ). This can be compared favourably both in fabric and typology 
with the similar specimens from Hastinapurai?. Lal has called it black slipped ware?? 
while Thapar described it as the polished black ware?:. The study of all the three illustrated 
sherds of the polished black ware?? (Type No. XXIX, XXXIII and XXXVII) in the 
Hastinapura excavation report shows that they are similar in typology with our carinated 
dishes, hemispherical bowls and carinated bowls of the black slipped ware respectively. All 
these three shapes in turn are similar in typology with Hastinapura, P. G. Ware, Types 40, 
29 and 49, respectively. The other forms of our black slipped ware like straight sided, 
carinated, hemispherical, convex and corrugated bowls and carinated and convex sided 
dishes aresimilar in typology with the Hastinapura, P. G. W., Type nos., 12, 17, 10 (c.f. 
our straight sided bowls ) 49, 50 ( c. f. our carinated bowls ), 18,22 ( c. f. our hemispherical 
bowls ), 25, 26 ( c. f. our convex sided bowls ) 46 ( c. f. our corrugated bowls ) 39, 41 ( c. f. 
our carinated dishes) and 38 (c.f. our convex sided dishes). Thus there t6 striking 
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similarity in between the P. G, Ware and black slippzd ware of Hastinapura, Perio II and 
the black slipped ware of Prahladpur, Sub-period IA. 


At some sites like Prahladpur, Rajghat, Sohagaura, Gularihavaghat ( Basti ), Sonepur, 
and Chirand, the black slipped ware is painted and the Paintings on all these cases are 
more akin to those on the P. G. Ware. At Prahladpur, although only one sherd was 
found painted but the painting consists of a group of wavy lines of unequal thickness picked 
out in ash-grey by stopping the remaining body with a thin black slip ( pl. X, 3A and fig. 15, 
3A, see description, on page 18 of this report ). Such type of painting has been also reported 
in the grey ware sherds of Hastinapura, Period II ( c. f. Hst., figs. 6 to 10, Nos. 9, 18, 21, 31 


33, 63, 66, 67, and 73 ). Recently such type of paintings have been found in abundance at 
the Gularihavaghat?? , 


(b) The black-and-red ware 


This is the second characteristic ware of this culture. Except at Rupar, Ahichch- 
hatra, Kanauj and Mathura, where the excavations were limited, it has been reported from all 
the sites. The only difference lies in the fact that at some sites like Prahladour, Rajzhat, 
Sohagaura, and Chirand it is also painted. But the paintings here are more akin with the paint- 
ings on the black slipped ware and the P. G. Ware. The typology more or less also remains the 
same. [Itis also interesting that this pottery has been now reported along with the black 
slipped ware and Painted Grey Ware at the recently explored sites?* from Punjab, Haryana, 
northern and eastern Rajasthan, west U. P. and other parts of. Upper Ganga-Yamuna doab. 


(c) The plain grey ware 


This is the third characteristic ware of these deposits in order of importance. Except 
at Khalaua, Kanauj, Ujjain and Noh, it has been reported from all the sites. The only 
difference being that at some sites like Hastinapura, Rupar, Ahichchhatra, Alamgirpura, 
Khalaua and ` Noh it is also painted i.e. Painted Grey Ware is more here than the plain 
grey ware. On the remaining sites the paintings on the plain grey ware (i.e. P. G. Ware ) 
is either entirely absent or found only on a few sherds (e.g. at Kanauj and Ujjain one sherd of 
the P. G. Ware has been reported), Its largest concentration was, however, reported by 
Lal and Ghosh on the sites of. Upper Ganga, Sutlej and Ghaggar basins. But on allthese 
sites the black slipped ware and the black-and-red ware have been also reported now. Hence 


the painted variety of the plain grey warei. e. P.G. Ware only may not be regarded as the 
diagnostic feature of this culture or deposits. 


(d) The red ware 


The red ware in some form or other has been reported from almost all the sites. 
But except at Hastinapura, at none of the sites they are either fully described or illustrated. 
When better looking sherds are available who would care to the poor red ware assemblage. 
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Anyway, the associated red ware of the Painted Grey Ware levels at Hastinapura is different 
from the associated red ware of N. B. P. levels. But in the middle Ganga-Yamuna doab, it 
has a different story. In the pre N. B. P. deposits of Prahladpur, Rajghat and Saraimonees 
some shapes in the red ware are common with the associated red ware of P, G. Ware phase a 
Hastinapura, while some even continue with the N. B. P. phase i. e. in over Sub-period IB 
The best evidence comes from Sravasti2®. The red ware assemblage associated with the 
N. B. P. at Sravasti has very many common types with the red ware assemblage of P, G. 
Ware phase at Hastinapura. On the other hand, the N. B. P. associated red ware of Hastina- 
pura are almost absent from the N. B. P. phase ( Period I) of Sravasti. Similar is the posi- 
tion at Rajgir and Vaisali. This context of the red ware assemblage is significant. But the 
picture emerging from this meagre evidence is not clear because the red ware pottery did not 
receive so much importance by the excavators as the P, G. Ware orthe N. B. P. The result 
is this that at none of the sites these are either fully or even partially illustrated or described 
The main clue lies in them as the P. G. Ware or the N. B. P. can be taken from one place to 
another but who would like to take these sherds ? 


(3) The bone points 

These also form a very important feature of this culture and are diagnostically so 
useful. Except at some sites like Ahichchhatra, Kanauj, Mathura, Kausambi i co 
and Noh, these are invariably found at all the sites. Although there seems to Se no sce 
why these are not found at these sites. "Their number is quite large and rad E n 
reported under different names such as styluses, knitting needles pine wl. i een 
etc., cannoting different uses. : > ane arrow Meads 


; These are also reported in large number from our excavations. The Hastin 
specimen numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, and 11, illustrated in the report on pl. LX., page E doen 
compared with one or other varieties of our bone points. The only RE lie in E E 
that the Hastinapura specimens have been named as bone styli, awls, knitti s 
and socket thus cannoting their definite uses c. f. our types 2C2, 208. 3A? (with tke ee 
TA?, IA? and IB? (with Hst. Nos. 2 and 4); 2A? (with Hit. No. 3); and 2B ue 


. No. 11). 
(4) The terracotta discs 
This is also one of the most im 
: portant elements of these de osit 
from Hastinapura, Atranjikhera, Mathura, Prahladpur, Masoan AIM ae 
, 5 ough on the 


remaining sites there seems to be 
no reason why these 
are not reported in futu 
re. Our 


incised nail pattern types IA and IB (se 5 
specimen nos. l and 9, pl. XLVI, cone page 50 ) are exactly similar with Hastinapura 


(5) lron and copper objects 


Although pper 1 le) found b y as t aracter Istic feature 
co ris als ut iron ma be re arded 
g he ch ract 
of these deposits. Except at Rupar, Khalaua, Kanauj, Mathura Sohagaura Gular hav g hat 
? > 1 ag 3 
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Sonepur, Noh, Besnagar and Bairat 
the sites. But the distinction betw 
objects in large numbers has to be 


» iron, in one form or other has been reported from all 
een mere occurrence of iron and the production of various 
made from all these levels, 

(6), (7) and (8) Beads of terracotta an 


f d stone and terracotta animal and human 
figurines 


The same is true of these features. 
the majority of the sites. 


shaped; beads of agate, 
terracotta. 


These are also reported in one form or other from 
The common among them are the terracotta beads mostly of vase- 
carnelian and terracotta; animal figurines and bangles of glass and 


(9) Structures 


This is again a very important feature of these deposits. Mud structures with reed 
impressions and post-holes have been reported from Hastinapura, Atranjikhera, Rupar, 


Ahichchhatra, Alamgirpur, Khalaua, and Chirand. On the remaining sites these are not 
reported as the excavations were limited. 


(10), (11), (12), (13), (14), (15), (16), Pottery discs, terracotta cones, bangles, cereals, 
bones of animals, bone, ivory, horn and other miscellaneous objects are not 
well documented (see fig. 23) from almost all the sites and hence may not be 
taken as the diagnostic traits of these deposits, 


(17) and (18) Chronology 


The dates given by the excavators at some sites like Hastinapura, Atranjikhe- 
ra, Rupar and Kanauj already points that the culture started earlier at these sites as compared 
on the remaining sites. But probably not so early as circa 1100 B. C. and circa 1200 B. C. 
at Hastinapura and Atranjikhera respectively. Lal's basis for giving such a high antiquity 
was based on the association of the Painted Grey Ware level with the Mahabharata sites, 
Aryan equation, absence of iron (i. e. association with copper), longer estimate ofthe gap 
between the Painted Grey Ware level and the N.B.P. and finally an early date of the N.B.P. 
levels at Hastinapura. It is not a place to revaluate the reasons for inflating Hastinapura 
chronology as it has already been discussed elsewhere by the second author for the first time 
in the year 1964 and later on also by other workers in the field.?® The radio carbon dates 
available from the Painted Grey Ware levels at Hastinapura on the other hand do not take 
these deposits earlier than 6th/5th century B.C.27_ Even if we regard these dated samples to 
be collected from the upper levels of these deposits, the lower limit is not likely to go beyond 
circa 8th century B.C. Influenced by Lal's dating, Gaur is inclined to take Atranjikhera 
pre-N.B.P. deposits to 1200: B.C. The only radio-carbon date which has come to their rescue 
is 1025 B.C. fora sample collected from the P.G. Ware phase at Atranjikhera. We should 
be careful in arriving at any conclusion on a solitary radio carbon date especially when the 
cultural assemblage is same, it matters very little as from which level the sample was dated. 
There is nothing to be said about Rupar and Kanauj datings as they followed Hastinapura 
chronology. 
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For Ahichchhatra, Khalaua, Sohagaura, Gularihavaghat, and Besnagar we have 
neither internal dates nor radio carbon. But for Alamgirpur and Bairat, although there are 
no dates, the deposits have been called as representing the late phase of the Painted Grey 
Ware culture, while at Masoan, the excavator simply termed it as the pre-N.B.P. 


deposits. 


The stratigraphical dates of 6th century B.C. fat Mathura, 885 B.C. to 605 B.C. at 
Kausambi, C. 700 B.C. to 500 B.C. at Rajghat, 850 B.C. to 650 B.C. at Sonepur, cirea 800 B.C. 
at Chirand, 700 B.C. to 500 B.C. at Ujjain is more or less consistent. These dates are corrobo- 
rated by radio carbon dates available from Prahladpur, Sonepur, Chirand and Noh, which 
are 765 B.C.. 637 B.C., 765 B.C. and 740 B.C. respectively. So the pre or proto- N.B.P. 
deposits at these sites cannot be taken earlier than 800 B.C. 


As a result of this survey the following points about these deposits emerge : 


(1) The occurrence of mere Painted Grey Ware in any deposit should not be regard- 
ed as the safe criteria for identifying this culture. One should look to the other diagnostic 


traits also. 


(2) It will not be justified to give a uniform date for these deposits at all the sites, 
At some sites it has an earlier context while at some earlier and late both but on the remain- 
ing a later context only. All that we can say at present is that the pre-N.B.P. culture 
originated round about 1000 B.C. and continued upto 400 B.C., when finally. it merged with 
the N.B.P. Ware culture. 


ee (3) There is also no reason to believe that this culture spread out gradually from 

Punjab, Rajasthan and west U. P. to the middle and lower Ganga valley or even outside it. 
Such an assumption is based only on the occurrence of the P.G. Ware. But the spread of 
only this ware does not appear to be connected in any way with the extension of this culture. 
For P.G.W. at Atranjikhera and Hastinapura may belong to an earlier context but at the 
sites like Alamgirpur, Ahichchhatra, Kanauj and Mathura which are quite near to them, it 
has a later context. Similarly at Kausambi, Rajghat, and Prahladpur it may have a 
comparatively earlier context than the Rajgir, Vaisali and Sravasti where it finally appears 
to have merged with the N.B.P. Ware culture, 


1, This can be also termed as the Late phase of the so called Painted Grey Ware culture. Z 

2. The radio carbon date froma dump ascribable to the Sub-period IA comes to 765 B. C 

3. This site lies in Basti district and was recently explored by a team of the Banar: j 

4, Lal, B. B, ‘The Painted Grey Ware of the Upper Gangetic basin’. J.R. 4. S. 
NS ( 1950 ). 


5. Ghosh, A, ‘The Rajputana Desert’, Bulleti th 4 i 
uu HO. in of the National Institute Sciences of India, no. 1 ( 1952) 


as Hindu University. 
Bengal ( Letters ) XVI 


6, For the detail list, see M. N. Despande paper on the ‘P. G. Ware in Ganga Valle 


1968 at the seminar on Archaeology, Aligarh Muslim University. y', read on 18th Aug., 
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7. Although the P. G. W. has been also reported from the excavations at Sravasti, Vaisali, Kaitha, Sugh 
and Tilaurakot ( Nepal ) but these sites are not considered here as at all these sites P. G, W. is found 
associated with the N. B. P. We have confined our studies here only to the pre-N. B. P. deposits, 


Lal and a host of other archaeologists who followed him. 


* Subbarao used the word ‘Grey Ware’, see Subbarao, Bs, The Personality of India, p, 103. 


10. Sankalia used the term ‘Ganges civilization’ for this culture. See Sankalia H.D., ‘The Pre and 
Proto-History in India and Pakistan.’ 


ll. After our excavations at Rajghat and Prahladpur 


, we Started calling this deposit as the pre or proto— 
NADI P. 


12. Tillsome more evidences come, we feel that Period II at Atranjikhera (i. e, black-and-red ware 
period ) is not well defined, Though stratigraphically earlier, it is part and parcel of the same 
cultural deposit ( Period III) represented by the P. G. Ware or pre-N. B. P. levels, Period IIat 
Atranjikhera is marked by the presence of the black slipped ware, black-and-red ware (plain ), slipped 
and unslipped red ware. Tn fact they are the characteristic wares of theso called P.G. Ware deposit 


and should not be related with the black-and-red ware of Aharand Gilund fabric due to the following 
reasons : 


(a) There is a clear overlap in between Period II and Period III of A 
to the excavator all the potteries of Period II continue also in Period III. 

(b Thetypology of the vessels found in the black-and-red ware and black slipped ware of 
Period 1I is exactly similar with the Painted Grey Ware found in Period IIl. 

(c) The black-and-red ware of Atranjikhera is not painted and its fabric is also different from 
the painted black-and-red ware of Rajasthan. 

(d) Dishes, which are very popular shape of the black-and-red ware and black slipped ware, are 
never reported from the painted black-and-red ware region. On the other hand chanelled bowl and 
dish-on-stand, which are popular shapes of the painted black-and-red ware region is entirely absent 
from the black-and-red ware of Atranjikhera, Period II. 


iranjikhera as according 


This point was hinted by some archaeologists at the Patna seminar on ‘Indian Pottery’ but was 
discussed by the second author at Aligarh Muslim University, Seminar on the ‘Painted Grey Ware’ on 


18th-19th August, 1968. Our plea was that unless and untill the red ware assemblage of the 
Periods II and ITI of Atranjikhera are not studied in detail, Period II may not be differentiated with 
Period ITI merely on the ground that we start getting P. G. Ware init. Till then, it may be regarded 
as the Early phase or Sub-period of the same Painted Grey Ware or "pre-N. B. P. period. 


12&14. Sub-period IA of Sonepur and Chirand are also not well defined from the overlying pre-N. B, P. 
deposit called as Sub-period IB. And on the following grounds, we have reasons to regard it as 
the deposit of the same culture i. e. pre or proto-N. B. P, culture. 

(a) The black slipped ware, the most characteristic pottery of this culture, is present in Sub. 
period IA and it also continues in Sub-period IB at both the sites. Its typology is similar with 
the P. G. Ware. 

(b) The paintings on the black-and-red ware of Chirand are more akin with the paintings 
on the P. G. Ware. 

(c) Oneshould not establish link only on the basis of the colour as the natural colour 
which would suit the black surface of the black-and-red ware pots would be white. 

(d) Lipped bowls reported from the Chirand, Sub-period IA are the popular types of the 
P. G. Ware levels. 

(e) Then why there is so much difference in between the pottery types of Sonepur and 
Chirand, when they are so near to each other. 


"MA 
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lies over Period II, containing black-and-red ware and plain 


15. Similarly at Noh, the pre-N. B. P. deposit 
more or less represent the deposit of the same pre-N. B. P. 


grey ware. It is also not well defined and 


phase i. e. Period III. 
16. Information from Sri K. N. Dikshit at ‘Indian pottery’ at Patna University. Also see 


‘Problem of the black-and-red ware of the Northern India’; read at the above seminar. 
versity oí Allahabad, it has been reported along with the 


the seminar on 


his paper on the 

17. At Kakoria, a site explored by the Uni 
microliths. 

18. Roy, T. N. 'Stratigraphical position of the P. G. Ware in the Gangetic Valley’, Bharati, No. 8, part IL 
1964-65, pp. 70-76. 

19. A.I. Nos. 10 and 11, p. 44. 

20. Ibid., p. ll. 

91. Ibid., p. 44- 

Ibid., TXXX and TXXXIII, p. 49; TXXXVII, p. 50. 

On our own observation at the site of exploration on 11th Feb., 1968. 

. Dikshit, K. N. 'The problems of the black-and-red ware of the Northern India’, a paper read at the 


seminar on pottery at Patna. 
95. Sinha, K. K., Excavations at Sravasti, p. 34. 
Roy. HEN, Oa gii See also Agrawal, D. P., ‘The P. G. Ware: A revolution’, a paper read at the 
Aligarh Muslim University, Seminar on 18th-19th August, 1968. 
97. Gaur, R. C., Note on the Painted Grey Ware culture, a paper read at the Aligarh Muslim University, 


t» 
t2 


ro t2 
H 6o 


Seminar. 
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3. Bone points. 


4. Terracotta discs. 


5. Iron & Copper. 


6. Beads of terracotta, 


bone, - --— 


IN A 
los. 10 & 11) 


Period II 


About 2.14m. deposit 


over the OCP but 
separated by a layer 
of desertion. 


mo 


. Black slipped ware 


(plain) 


. Black-and-red 


ware (plain) 
Painted Grey 
Ware-main 
industry 


. Plain grey ware 
. Red slipped ware 


Ordinary red ware 


Named as bone styli, 
awls, knitting needles 
and sockets. 


Decorated with designs 
on the edge. 


Iron slags on the 
top layers. 

Copper borer & 
arrow head. 


. Antimony rods. 


Vase-shaped and bic- 
one circular beads. 


7. Beads of stone and Beads of agate 
, (0. (banded), carnelian beads of semi- precious 
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Deposit over Period II 
which is not so firmly 
defined. If it is true then 
deposit lies over OCP, 


mo 


Named as bone 


ATRANJIKHERA 
(I. A. 62-63, p. 34; 
63-64, p. 45; 65-66, 


p. 83.) 
Period III 


Black slipped ware 
(plain) 


. Black-and-red 


ware (plain) 
Painted Grey 
Ware-main 
industry 


. Plain grey ware 


Red slipped ware 
Ordinary red ware 


sty- 


luses, awls and knitt- 
ing needles. 


Decorated with designs 
on the edge as well as 
on the centre. 


Iron spear heads, 
arrow heads, 
knives, chisels and 
hooks. 

Copper rings, 
bangles, hooks & 
Chisels etc. 


Mentioned only as 
beads of terracotta. 


Mentioned only as 


f Period IT 
Deposit lies directly 
over the Harappans. 


a, Black slipped ware 
(plain) 

b, Not reported 

c. Painted Grey Ware 


d. Plain grey ware 
e. Not reported 
f. Not reported 


Named as bone sty- 
luss, bone hair pin & 
arrow heads. 


x 


Copper implements. 


Beads of terracotta. 


Beds of semi-precious 
Ses NN nce 


cknow 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16 


17 


18. 
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. Terracotta animal 


& human figurines. 


. Structures. 


Pottery discs. 


Terracotta cones. 


Bangles. 
Cereals. 
Bones of animals. 


Bone, ivory and 
horn objects. 


Other miscellaneous 
objects. 
Date by stratigra- 


phical evidences. 


Radio-carbon 
dates, 


Two bulls and one 
probably a horse. 


1. Walls of mud or 
mud bricks. 

2. Reed walls 
mud plaster. 

3. A fragmentary 
brick in a pit. 


with 


Discs with single and 
double perforations, 


Described as cone- 
shaped pendant and a 
Conical seal. 


Bangles of glass. 
Charred grains of rice. 
Horse, Pig and Cattle. 


Ail the three materials 
are reported by objects 
of indeterminate 
shapes. 


1. Weights of Chert 
and Jasper. 

2. Feeding cup of 
grey ware. 


C. 1100 B.C. to C. 800 
B.C. 


B OS NS 
ceo 
SIO 
oun 
UU 


Hand made human 
figurines. 


1. Floors of yellowish 
rammed earth with 
post-holes. 

2. Plaster pieces with 
reed marks. 


Bangles of terracotta, 
x 
X 


Bone comb with 
engraved circlets, 


1. Terracotta toys, 
2. Terracotta bead 
necklace, 
3. Net sinkers, 
4. Pestles of red 
Sand- 
stone, ead 


C. 1200 to 600 
S into one ; 
an ate . 
phases, eun 


1025 B. ©, 


C. 
B. 


Burnt lumps of clay 
with reed impressions- 
material for the walls 
& roofs. 


Bangles of terracotta. 
x LI 


x 


Ivory kohl-sticks. 


1000 B. C. to 700 
C. 
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YAMUNA 
4 


AHICHCHHATRA 
1. A. 63-64, p. 43 & 
64-65, p. 73.) 


Period II 
\bout Im. deposit 
ver the OCP. 


. Not reported 

. Not reported 

. P. G. Ware-main 

industry 

. Plain grey ware 

. Slipped red ware 
Red ware with a 
dish on stand. 


Both Iron & Copper 
are found-details not 
ziven. 


5 


ALAMGIRPUR 
( X. A. 58-59, p. 54 ) 


Period II 
About 1.37m. deposit 
over the Harappans 
but with a break in 
between the two. 


a. Black slipped ware 
( plain ) 

b. Black-and-red ware 
( plain ) 

c. P. G. W. ( les) 

d. Plain grey ware 
(more) 

e & f. Mentioned as 

plain red ware, some 

shapes similar with 
associated.red ware 
of the N.B.P. levels 
of HST. and Rupar 


DOAR 


6 


KHALAUA 
( I. A. 65-66, p. 78 ) 


Period I 
3.45m. deposit hav- 
ing a single period 
culture, 


a. Black slipped ware 


( plain ) 

b. Black-and-red ware 
( plain ) 

c. P.G. W. 


d. Not reported 


e. Notreported 


f. Plain red ware. 


MIDDILIE 


7 


KANAUJ 
( I. A. 55-56, p. 19 ) 


Period I 
Thickness and nature 


of the deposit not given 


but it lies over the 


natural soil. 


a. Black slipped ware 
( plain ) 
b. Not reported 


c. P. G. W. (one sherd) 
d. Not reported 


e, & f. mentioned as 
red wares. 


Named as bonestyluses Named as a bone Q 
pinsand arrow heads. arrow head. a 
E 
x x 4 
p 
E 
Iron spear head, Iron not found > 
barbed arrow head, 
nails and pins. 
Copper implements A copper bangle piece. a 
also, a4 
ies] 
= 
N 
x Beads of terracotta. Z 
E 
Only beads of glass Beads of carnelian. < 
ae Shaveibeeniceported See i, . say 
CC-0.9n 
[2| 
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MATHURA 
(I. A. 54-55, p. 15) 


Period I 
1.83m. deposit 
the natural soil. 


a. Black slipped ware 
( plain ) 
b. Not reported 


c. Absent 
d. Plain grey ware 


e & f. Not mentioned 


Terracotta discs 


Terracotta beads re- 
ported but details not 
given. 


x 
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KAUSAMBI 
( Kausambi Report 
1960 ) 


Period II 
Deposit over Period. I 
having black-and-red 
ware and sturdy red 
ware. 


a. Black slipped ware 
b. Black-&-red ware 


c. P. G. W. (coarse) 
d. Plain grey ware 


e. Red slipped ware 


f. Red ware 


Iron objectsare found, 


REPORT 


psi 


ratganj. L 
z ganj uckno 


PRAHLADPUR 


Sub-pêñod IA 


1.04 m. Oposit over 
the naturalsoil, 


a. Black sipped ware 
(plain atd painted) 

b. Black-&red ware 
(plain & painted) 
Absent 

. Plain gity ware 
Red sliped ware 
Plain re ware 


moe aoe 


All the specimens 
reported a HST are 
also foundit this site. 


Both the spcimens of 
HST. are imilar with 
our specimns nos. IA 
and IB. 


Ararrow had of Iron 
was found. 


Shapes ar Similar 
with HST specimens. 


Agate anc carnelian 
beads simibr in typo- 


logy,with 351", speci- 


Wmens. ji Nobone bead : 


was found. 


(J.A. 60-61, p. 35; 62-63, 


RAJGHAT 


p.41; 63-64 p. 5g; 
64-65, p. 80) 


Sub-Períod IA 


Deposit over the natu- 
ral soil. 


rhe ao 


Black slipped ware 
(plain & painted) 
Black & red ware 
(plain & painted) 
Absent 

Plain grey ware 
Red slipped ware 
Plain red ware 


Tron found 
No Copper 


JERY LIMITED 


MASAON 
(I. A. 65-66 ) 


Period I 
1.50 m. deposit over 
the natural soil. 


a. Black slipped ware 
(plain) 

b. Black-and-red ware 

(plain) 

Absent 

. Plain grey ware 

Red slipped ware 

Plain red ware 


00200 


Reported but details 
not given. 


Reported but details 
not given. 


Iron objects found. 


Reported but details 
not given. 


Reported but details 
not given 


1. 


SO 
(I. A 


60 x 


the na 


mo ao 


WALA ALO Lo PUSIT. 


Ad O pet Le mh 


— ui dme Oy H 
EB zi E 
x Only beads of glass Beads of carnelian. <. : à cá -Ane a endon * Reported but details 
ài eeicgeipceniceported ule —— Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi gud goangotr Bes E in typo: H not given 
v i logy,with 181°, speci- MES eed sins 
ds E mens. jf N@one bead : p 
"m was found. = 
H 
Animal figurines only Two wheeled terra- A terracotta human A boat-shaped bird ` | dá 
(details not given). cotta animal figurines- head. m x v5 Incised animal 
one ram and another ael S figurines. 
a bull. B Z a 
1. Mud bricks & Fragmentary mud wall A mud brick. platform a 
floors with post- and lumps of clay with or flooring measuring o 
holes. reed impressions sugge-  l.5xlm. x s F 
2. A broken burnt sting that the houses 5 s 
brick. were built of reed M x El x 
4 plastered by clay. va = a < 
Z 4 fsa] 
- 
x x 9 £a Mentioned as perfor- z cá 
E 4 ated pottery. A b 
x x z < Kc z 
< > x Similar th HST m X 
v < single »erforation 2 
* fx] disc. a 
X m x Ds Similar wth HST x 
m 5 9 specimens. | 53 
E O z pecimens. | d 
x : Z (ssl 
2 2A Hs x S Reported but mate- 
Th 5 rial not mentioned, 
T 
2 v ica] a i [77 x A Wheat &ibaley D x 
cin z zi a 
x 
X az E E x H x 
4 zB E x A E 
ica] 
me : 
, Spindle whorls. Small reel shaped £ Terracotta balls ei i ; 
. Faracotiapounder dies of back jamen E^ : z 3 : pun cun 
with stone fixed. vitreous paste and bone. n fam E E Dearing < o 
$ E © incised circle. 
They are also re 5 O = 
ported from HST., 4 Oo x o 
Rupar and Alam- z Z 1. Stone balls 
girpur. E 2. Stone sharpeners 
x Late - phase of the a Dated to 1000 B. C. Ascribed to 6th cen- 885 B. C. to 605 B. OC. C. 700 B. Ct 
: o ND G U. od B. C. 00 B. C. 
P. G. W. culture. tury B. C. pn E cat A 800 B. C. to 6 Cc x 
= pre-N. B. P. deposits, 
fam 
E 
x 9 765 B. C. 
x x 2 x x 
x ; 


Fig. 23 
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Period I — 
1. 60 m. deposit over 
the natural soil. 


a. Black slipped wate 
(plain & painted) 
b. Black-and-red ware 
(painted) 
. Absent. 
. Plain grey ware 
. Not reported 
Plain red ware 


™o ao 


. AVAILABLE 


Period I 
1.95 m. deposit over 
the natural soil. 5 


a. Black slipped ware 
(plain & painted) 
b. Black-and-red ware 
(plain & painted) 
€. Absent 


d. Plain grey ware 
e&f. Red ware similar 
to P. G. W. levels 
of HST. 
Z 
(©) 
Ll 
= 
< 
cá 
o 
m 
[3 
ps 
[5] 


BY 


pui dos 
SONEPUR 
(I. A. 56-57, p. 19; 


59-60, p.14; 60-61, 
p. 5; 61-62, p. 4 ) 


Period I (IA & IB) 
The two Sub-periods 
are not well defined. 
If combined the depo- 
sit lies over the natural 
soil. 


a. Black slipped ware 
(plain) 

b. Black-and-red 
ware (plain! 

c. P. G. W. not found 


d. Plain grey ware 
not found 

e&f. Mentioned as 
red wares 


Named as bone sty- 
luses, arrow heads and 
also as bone points. 


x 


Iron not reported but 
a copper wire was 
found, 


Terracotta beads. 


Beads of semi-precious 
stones, details not | 


CHIRAND 
(I. A. 63-64, p. 8; 64- 
65, p. 13) 


Period I (IA & IP) 
The two Sub-periods 
are not well defined. 
If combined the depo- 
sit lies over the natural 
soil. 


a, Black slipped ware 
(plain & painted} 

b. Black-and-red 
ware (plain & 
painted) 

c. P. G. W. absent 

d. Plain grey ware 
absent 

e. Red wares 

f. Steel grey ware 


Mentioned as bone 
styluses and arrow 
heads. 


x 


Iron on the top layers 
(Sub-period IB). 
Copper found. 


. Terracotta beads, 


pear-shaped 
Beads of chalcedony. 


given. 


fle rvaentia RI asa 


(I. A. 56-57, p. 
57-58, p. 34). 


Period I 
Deposit over the 
natural soil. 


D 


Black slipped wire 
(plain) 

. Black-and-red 
ware (plain) 


ier 


. Not reported 
Red slipped war 
Red ware 


moeao 


Reported as bone 
styluses and arrow 
head. 


x 


Iron spear heads, 
arrows and knives. 
Copper objects. 


Terracotta beads. 


x 


<x 


P. G. W. (one pice) c. 


Period II 

The deposit lies over 
Period II which is not 
well defined from 
Period III.If Period II 
and III are one, then 
the deposit lies over 
the OCP, 


a. Black slipped ware 
(plain) 

b. Black-and-red 
ware (plain) 
Painted Grey Ware 
d. Not reported 

e. Not reported 

f. Not reported 


Decorated discs in 
large numbers-even in 
P. G. Ware fabric. 


Vase-shaped terracotta 


beads. 


Bead of stones in- 


cluding etched variety. - 
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Period II 
Deposit over Period 
I which is not well 
defined. 


a. Black slipped 
ware (plain) 

b, Black-and-red 
ware (plain) 

c, Not reported 

d. Two sherds are 
found 

e. Black painted red 
ware 

f. Not reported 


AVAILABLE 


Deposit over the 
natural soil: 


Simply mentioned 
that Painted Grey 
Ware and Other 

potteries are found 


AVAILABLE 


2 - 
Q 
Z 


DETAILS 


OTHER 


NO 


DETAILS AVAILABLE 


OTHER 


NO 


Post-cremation pit 
burials of 1.2 to 1.8m. 
diameter and 75 cms. 
depth. 


x 
Charred rice, 
Bones of animals and 


birds in pit burials. 


X 


Stone balls. 


IB dated 850 B. C. to 
650 B. G. 


637 B. C, for Sub- 
period IB. 
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erracotta bird with X Lid with a painted 
punch technique. bird at the top in P.G. 


Ware fabric. 
Floor levels common Burnt brick structure Fi 
but not defined in the - EN 
report. < 
| 
Los 
< 
> 
< 
x x 
x x 
x x 
= E: 
O 
x x z 
Bones of animals. x 
x X 
N 
$i 
Los! 
x 
s 
Terracotta object with Terracotta spindle Q 
punchered dots. whorls. 
IB dated around 800 700 B. C. to 500 B. C- S 
B. C.. fasi 
IA called chalcolithic 5 
x 740 B. C. 


765 B. C. for Sub- 
period IB, 
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DETAILS 


OTHER 


Late phase of 

P. G. W. which also 
overlapped with the 
N. B. P. 


DETAILS 


OTHER 
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ANCIENT 
INDIAN HISTORY, CULTURE & ARCHAEOLOGY 


I. Manindra Chandra Nandi Lectures 


l. The Age of Imperial Guptas—R. D. Banerji out-of-print 
2. Some Aspects of Ancient Hindu Polity—D. R. Bhandarkar Rs. 6-00 
3. Ancient Indian Economic Thought—K. V, R. Atyangar Rs, 7-00 


Ul. Monographs of the Depariment of A.I.H.C. & Archaeology 


1. From Alexander to Kaniska—A. K. Narain Rs. 10-00 
2. Sravasti- K. K. Sinha Rs. 20-00 
3. Skanda-Karttikeya— P. K. Agrawala Rs. 10-00 
Rs. 5-00 | 


4. Sarasvati—Sushila Khare 


5. The Excavations at Prahladpur—4A. K. Narain and T. N. Roy Rs. 20-00 


III, Memoirs of the Department of A.I.H.C. & Archaeology 


|. Seminar papers on the chronology of the Punch-Marked 


Coins—Ed. A. K. Narain & Lallanji Gopal Rs. 17-00 | 
| 
2. Seminar papers on the Local Coins of Ancient India— 

Ed. 4. K. Narain assisled by J. P. Singh & Nisar Ahmad Rs. 15-00 

y 

3. Report on Rajghat Excavations: In two volumes— $ 
A. K Narain and colleagues (in press) 
4. Seminar on Megaliths—A. K. Narain and P. Singh (in press) 
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